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NORAD to track Santa’s progress to your house 

Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus  
Editorial Page, New York Sun, 1897 

We take pleasure in answering thus prominently 
the communication below, expressing at the same 
time our great gratification that its faithful author 
is numbered among the friends of The Sun:  
  
I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is 
no Santa Claus. Papa says, "If you see it in The Sun, 
it's so." Please tell me the truth, is there a Santa 
Claus?  
Virginia O'Hanlon  
  
Virginia, your little friends are wrong. They have 
been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except what they see. They 
think that nothing can be which is not comprehensi-
ble by their little minds. All minds, Virginia, 
whether they be men's or children's, are little. In 
this great universe of ours, man is a mere insect, an 
ant, in his intellect as compared with the boundless 
world about him, as measured by the intelligence 

 Christmas Eve, 1955:  The commander of the Con-
tinental Air Defense, Colonel Harry Shoup, picks up 
his hotline to hear a child reciting his Christmas list.  
He is not amused. 
 That call is followed by another.  And another. And 
Shoup, after speaking with a child's mother, discovers 
that a Sears ad has inadvertently printed the air defense 
commands phone number instead of a number for 
Santa.  Shoup instructs staff to tell each child who 
called Santa's position on their radar.  And so was born 
the precursor of the NORAD Santa Tracking program. 
 Today volunteers at the U.S.-Canada NORAD, the 
multinational aerospace defense system, each year 

track Santa through his world travels and, since the 
advent of the Internet, you can watch Santa's progress 
yourself at  noradsanta.org                                       
 Families will find the NORAD Web site an all-
purpose holiday center with fabulous Christmas songs 
by U.S. and Canadian Air and Naval bands, maps, 
coloring books, puzzles, and Santa countdowns.  
 You can even find out why Santa is such a jolly 
old elf with a belly like a bowl full of jelly since 
NORAD tracks exactly the number of cookies Santa 
eats on Christmas Eve. Santa's reindeer snack, too, 
eating lots of carrots during their busy Christmas Eve. 
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Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all! 
Judging by the many decorations and the warm holiday greetings, it's Christmas time again. It's a time when everyone 
seems to be more kind to others. During this holiday season, as we share in the spirit of giving and enjoy our familiar 
traditions, we give thanks for the blessings we enjoy and rededicate ourselves to being better people and helping others. 

capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowl-
edge.  
 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.  
 
He exists as certainly as love and generosity and 
devotion exist, and you know that they abound and 
give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! 
how dreary would be the world if there were no 
Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if there were 
no Virginias. There would be no childlike faith 
then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this 
existence. We should have no enjoyment, except in 
sense and sight. The external light with which child-
hood fills the world would be extinguished.  
   
Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not 
believe in fairies. You might get your papa to hire 

(Continued on page 4) 



A GIFT FOR YOU 
Morrison’s Custard Pie 

You may not remember Morrison’s. They used to be a very popular cafeteria that made the best custard 
pie in the world. My Father-in-Law, Lamar Williams, was able to obtain the recipe from them. He did an 
excellent job of creating their pies. I have tried but have not been as successful. Give this a try. Even if it 
doesn’t turn out perfect it’ll still be fun and good!  Lamar tells me the tapioca flour and ice water are 
essential. 

Good Food 

My  
Christmas 

Wish 
For You 
by Ruth 
Kephart 

 
My Christmas 
wish for you, my 
friend, is not a 
simple one; 
  
For I wish you 
hope and joy and 
peace, days filled 
with warmth and 
sun. 
 
I wish you love 
and friendship too 
Throughout the 
coming year. Lots 
of laughter and 
happiness to fill 
your world with 
cheer. 
 
May you count 
your blessings 
one by one, and 
when totaled by 
the lot, may you 
find all you've 
been given 
to be more than 
what you sought. 
 
May your jour-
neys be short, 
your burdens 
light; May your 
spirit never grow 
old; May all your 
clouds have silver  
linings and your 
rainbows pots of 
gold. 
 
 I wish this all and 
so much more; 
May all your 
dreams come 
true; May you 
have a Merry 
Christmas friend 
and a happy New 
Year, too! 

Good thought 

Two bedroom homes: Who is buying them? 
 Ah yes, it's true. Some people don't want their 
four-bedroom colonials anymore. They want an 
elegant, smaller place with all their favorite ameni-
ties. 
 More than that, they need a 
place that's easy to clean and 
maintain, a place without a big 
yard. What they do want is a 
home where they can entertain 
and have parties without being 
crowded. 
 It may sound as if these peo-
ple are prime candidates for a 
condo or an upscale apartment, 
but for many that's not the 
case. Attached housing is not 
for them. 
 Enter the latest housing fashion: the two-
bedroom house. 
 The two-bedroom style popping up in new floor 
plans by custom and neighborhood home builders 
and, real estate agents say, slick new remodels of 
two-bedroom homes are selling fast. 
 Couples, single people, and singles with a child 

are the most likely buyers, especially those who go 
to work every day and those whose work some-
times requires them to travel. 

 New 2-bedroom designs 
are popping up around the country 
and often include 1,900 square-foot 
floor plans with a private courtyard 
and very little yard maintenance. 
One Nashville, Tenn., developer, 
Parkside Homes, puts a lot of em-
phasis on architecture to appeal to 
sophisticated, design-savvy buyers. 
New two-bedroom floor plans often 
include an office or bonus space, 
since couples who buy three-
bedroom homes usually convert a 

bedroom to an office. 
 The new two-bedroom home plans are about 700 
square feet larger than most townhomes. They have 
spacious floor plans and a dining area can accom-
modate a traditional table and cabinets. 
 Real estate agents say buyers looking for houses 
most often want three bedroom units. On the other 
hand, buyers considering condos may consider a 
two-bedroom house a step up at a similar price.  

Ingredients 
11 ounces of sugar 
4 ounces dry powered milk 
1 1/4 ounces tapioca flour 
3 1/2 ounces margarine (room temp) 
6 large eggs 
1/4 tsp pure vanilla extract 
1 quart ice water 
2 pastry shells 
 

Directions: 
Shift into large bowl of mixer the sugar, pow-
dered milk and tapioca flour, Blend together just 

to incorporate dry ingredients. Add margarine and 
mix on medium speed for 2 to 3 minutes. Add half 
the eggs and whip on high speed for 1 minute. 
Stop mixer and scrape down the sides of bowl 
with a spatula. Add remainder of eggs and extract 
and mix for 1 more minute at high speed.  With 
machine on low, add ice water and allow to mix 
smoothly.  Pour into 2 pastry shells and fill to the 
top.  Break the air bubbles on top to prevent spots 
on the pie.  Bake in 375° oven for 30 to 35 min-
utes. 
 

For custard in cups, use the same recipe but omit 
the tapioca flour. Let me know how it turns out. 



Something New For My Newsletter Readers 
Recently, I came across this exciting organization called 
My Home Management Club. The Club is a unique 
online service that will help you with the many chal-
lenges of being a homeowner. From information on im-
provements, repairs, finance, insurance, home safety and 
health to dealing with contractors and other profession-
als, the service has it all. You will have access to experts 
and online videos showing you what's new around the 
home. 

As I am always looking for ways to help my friends, cus-
tomers and clients,  I thought you could benefit from a 
membership in the Club. Therefore, I have obtained 
a membership in the Club, at no cost to you, for 
your household. 

I am keenly aware of the privacy needs of my newsletter 
readers. Access to your information will never be sold, 
rented or bartered.  There are no Club sponsored ads on 
the Club pages.  I hope you enjoy the membership 
enough to drop me a note and tell me how you like it. 

As always I am here to help you with any aspect of your 
real estate needs. Hopefully the Club will help you with 
the rest! 

 

Click Here To Join The Club 
 
 

Good Cheer 

Christmas is the season 
for kindling the fire of 
hospitality in the hall, the 
genial flame of charity in 
the heart. 

-Washington Irving 

Whether you're buying or selling, get the most out of your real estate 
 No national statistics can give you a 
clear picture of what's happening in your 
own neighborhood. Don't let the headlines 
spook you into making a costly mistake. 
The editors of Fortune say simple steps 
can make a big difference in the price you 
buy or sell for. 
 If you're selling, hire a real estate agent. 
Especially in a tougher environment, a real 
estate agent is essential.  
 Price it right. Overpricing in a soft mar-
ket is the worst mistake you can make. 
Your goal should be to make a deal during 
the first few weeks the house is on the 
market. If you ask too much, the house 
will be put in the same category as other 
overpriced places. If it's on the market too 
long, buyers will think something's the 
matter with it. 
 After you price it, set the stage. Rent a 
storage building and fill it with the clutter 
from the attic, basement, and garage, plus the extra furniture 
that makes rooms look crowded. Remove most of your per-
sonal photos and diplomas so people can visualize themselves 
in the home. Store nude or unusual paintings and repaint walls 
with unusual colors in neutral tones. 
 Check your curb appeal, the walk up to the front door can 

make or break a deal. Paint the door, hang a 
wreath, and hide the garbage cans. 
 If you're the buyer, don't let the asking 
price be your guide, make an offer. First, know 
what houses are selling for. Get the same infor-
mation on the house you are buying that sellers 
get from a real estate agent. Otherwise, you 
won't know whether it's a bargain or not. 
 Don't rush into the deal. Take time to 
check on the school system, property taxes, and 
zoning issues. Hire a professional to conduct a 
careful inspection and get estimates on how 
much it would cost to correct any problems. 
 If you are a speculator, now is the time 
to sell properties that don't have positive cash 
flow. When the property costs you money, it's 
best to sell even if the price is not what you 
hoped for. 

All Newsletter Links 
Are Now Clickable 



December 2006 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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31       

Advent begins Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance 

Human 
Rights 
Day 

Winter Solstice Winter 

Christmas Eve Christmas 

Hanukkah 
begins 

Hanukkah 
ends 

Kwanzaa Sun Bowl 

New Year’s Eve 

Have I told you about 
my RAF offer? It is 
very simple….if you 
refer a friend to me 
and the friend closes 
on a house….as a 
small way of saying 
Thank You, I’ll buy 
you dinner at any one 
of Knoxville’s eating 
establishments! 

Refer A Friend Offer 

Holiday chocolate rules 
1. If you have melted chocolate on your hands, you're not eating fast enough. 
2. Chocolate covered raisins, cherries, and strawberries all qualify as fruit. Eat as many as you want. 
3. Eat a chocolate bar before each meal, and it will take the edge off your appetite. 
4. Can't get chocolates into the house without the kids noticing? Eat it in the parking lot.  
5. Store your chocolate on top of the fridge. Calories are afraid of heights, and they will jump out. 
6. Put "Eat chocolate" at the top of your “To Do” List. That way, at least you'll get one thing done. 

men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if you did not see Santa Claus coming 
down, what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The most real 
things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of 
course not, but that's no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen 
and unseeable in the world.  
 
You tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen world which 
not the strongest man, nor even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived could tear apart. Only faith, 
poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all 
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.  
 
No Santa Claus? Thank God he lives and lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years 
from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.  
 

 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!!  

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Nothing in the world 
can take the place 
of persistence.  
 

Talent will not. 
Nothing is more 
common than  
unsuccessful men 
with talent.  
 

Genius will not.  
Unrewarded genius 
is almost a proverb.  
 

Education will not. 
The world is full of 
educated derelicts.  
 

Persistence, deter-
mination and hard 
work make the dif-
ference. 
 
     -Calvin Coolidge     


