
and crumpets while raising funds 

for W.C.R. Great fun was had by 

all guests. The Annual Best Hat 

contestants worked hard on 

decorating their Best Brims and 

there were 2 winners. WCR 
President Sylvia Prata and her 

daughter Michelle Prata each 

WCR South Orange County Chap-

ter’s Annual Summer Tea was a 

ton of  fun and a smashing suc-
cess! More than 120 

WCR members and 
guests participated and 

wore colorful outfits 

and exquisite hats. Each 
year the event has a 

surprise element and 
last year was like a 

wedding reception. This 

year, with the wit of 
Events Chair Michelle 

Prata, Each table was 
decorated with a dif-

ferent movie theme 

and the guests 
dressed accordingly; Alice in 

Wonderland, The Great Gatsby, 

Out of Africa, Breakfast at Tif-
fany’s and more. Tea goers 

sipped imported delicious teas 

won $100 gift certificates. All 

door prizes were donated by 

generous WCR members and 
they were outstanding gifts. 

The delicious Tea was do-
nated by Alan Scherner of 

TeaWorks, and music was 

provided by Harpist Mariea 
Antoinette. Guests were 

thoroughly entertained and  
also enjoyed a Fashion 

Show by Christine Koedel 

and  Glitter Girl OC. The 
Hills Hotel did a great job 

with food and guests en-
joyed a glass of champagne 

while shopping the vendor 

booths. Nancy Feathers 
Bucheck, WCR Tea Chairman and 

Ways and Means Chair, and her 

competent team did a great job. 
Way to Go Ways and Means Com-

mittee, Excellent Event! 

WCR’s Summer Tea a Smashing Success!  

Wells  Fargo & Wachovia  to  Offer  Fas t Track Short Sa le  Program  

WCR South Orange County mem-

bers are invited to attend a FREE 

educational program sponsored 
by Hope Bourman at Wells Fargo. 

She  will be presenting an infor-
mative seminar, “Short Sale Fast 

Track Program” at 10am on July 

27 at the Mission Viejo Commu-
nity Center. Darlene Laperrre, 

Short Sale Manager for Orange 
County, will present a new pro-

gram designed to help real es-

tate professionals navigate the 

new Fast Track Short Sale Pro-

gram being successfully piloted 

by Wells Fargo/Wachovia.  

Lear how you can close your 

short sale transaction in 45 days 

or LESS by following this simple, 
yet effective new fast track 

program. Get all your short sale 
questions answered directly 

from the experts at Wells Fargo 

and Wachovia. 

What: Fast Track Short Sale 
Program presented by Wells 

Fargo/Wachovia 

When: 10am on July 27, 2010 

Where: Mission Viejo Community 
Center. 200 Civic Center, MV 

RSVP to: Cas Pinkowski at 
cas@alteraproperties.com  
 

            See You There! 
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Mary Jane Cambria, 
Immediate Past Presi-
dent of OCAR and for-
mer State President of 
WCR of South Orange 

County recently at-
tended the NAR Midyear 
Meeting in Washington 
DC and has much to 
report back.  
 

Housing Opportunity 

Committee  

I had the opportunity 

to present a report 

on our Orange 

County Association of 

RealtorsÈô closing 

cost assistance pro-

gram. It was very 

well received.  
Ambassador for Cities : 

The program encour-

ages collaborations 

and recognizes out-

standing partnerships 

between local city 

governments and 

REALTOR associations 

to expand housing 

opportunities in their 

communities. In 

2010, NAR and the 

US Conference of 

Mayors selected the 

Charlotte Regional 

Realtor® Association 

and the City of Char-

lotte; Realtor® Asso-

ciation of Pioneer 

Valley and the City of 

Springfield ð to re-

ceive the Ambassa-

dor for Cities award.  

Ira Gribin Workforce 

Housing Grants:  

Through this pro-

gram, state associa-

tions can receive 

grants of $50,000 

and up to support 

their workforce hous-

ing initiatives. As of 

April 30th, $3.4 mil-

lion has been 

awarded to 31 states. 

California Association 

received $450,000. 

for HAF  

Housing Opportunity 

Toolkit : Now, avail-

able online, Making 

Affordable Housing 

Work: The Housing 

Opportunity Toolkit  is 

a collection of re-

sources and informa-

tion for both individ-

ual REALTORS® and 

REALTOR® associa-

tions. The Toolkit 

contains resources 

for REALTORS® and 

associations.  It can 

be accessed at 

www.realtor.org/

hoptoolkit .  

 

Housing Opportunity 

Speaker Series : The 

Committee received 

a report on a new 

program, the Housing 

Opportunity Speaker 

Series, which con-

sists of monthly Web 

seminars covering 

housing opportunity 

topics of interest to 

REALTORS® and 

REALTOR® associa-

tion staff. The Web 

seminars are avail-

able to review or 

download at 

www.realtor.org/

housingopportunity .  

 

Regional Workforce 

Housing Forums : In 

2010, NAR in part-

nership with the Na-

tional Housing Con-

ference will host a 

series of 4 regional 

forums on workforce 

housing in June, July 

August, and October. 

The Forums are de-

signed to bring to-

gether regional, state 

and local housing 

leaders, local and 

county government, 

REALTORS®  and 

business profession-

als to inform and 

educate them about 

workforce housing, 

and to highlight suc-

cessful models of 

workforce housing 

programs.  

 

REALTORS® Federal 

Credit Union Update  

Total membership is 

now 3,900 and as-

sets exceeded $38.7 

million at the close of 

2009. 870 loans have 

been given to mem-

bers.  

 

REALTORS® Property 

Resource Upon com-

pletion will contain 

information on every 

property and parcel 

of land in the coun-

try. About 1,000 NAR 

members are testing 

the RPR software in 

12 markets once 

testing is competed, 

the 12 beta markets 

will be the first in 

which the database is 

rolled out. The infor-

mation will be used 

solely for creating 

deep analytical re-

ports for use by 

REALTORS®. Full roll

-out is expected to 

take 5 to 6 years.  
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Mary Jane Cambria 

Shares Her Experiences 

from the NAR Midyear 

Meeting 

State Associations can get grants 

of $50,000 to support workforce 

housing efforts 

Ins ide Story Headline  

NAR Midyear Meeting May 2010 Report  
by Mary Jane Cambria, Immediate Past President, OCAR  

ñMore than 870 

loans have been 

given to 

members,ò the  

Realtors Federal 

Credit Union 

recently 

reported. 
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concentrating on HR 3380 

& S 2919 which will in-

crease the cap on credit 

unions lending to busi-

nesses from 12.5% to 

25%. 

 

Strengthen the FHA 

Mortgage Insurance pro-

gram 

Make higher loan lim-

its permanent 

Affordable financing for 

responsible borrowers 

Of course, NARôs 

quest to continue 

to make the loan 

limits permanent 

plus, keep avail-

ability of afford-

able financing 

and strengthen 

the FHA mort-

gage insurance 

and Floor insurances 

and keep them Affordable 

and Available. 

 

Liquidity in the Com-

mercial Real Estate market 

Credit Unions additional 

funding, raise caps 

Itôs been mentioned that 

the ñnext shoe to dropò is 

in the Commercial Real 

Estate Market. NAR is 
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Caption describing pic-

ture or graphic. 

I n s i d e  S t o r y  H e a d l i n e  

NAR Working for You! B y Cas  P inkows ki ,  WCR Treasurer  

“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story here.” 

strengthen the FHA 

mortgage insur-

ance program.  

 

Restructure Fannie Mae 

and Freddie Mac (the GSEs)  

These will most likely be 

dealt with in 2013, if ever.  

 

GSE reform is still a con-

cern, but has not been 

addressed by congress 

and will most likely not 

come into play until after 

the 2012 elections. NAR 

will be keeping their 

eyes on reform.  

 

Letôs Get Involved and 

Talk to Our Legislators!  

Cas Pinkowski, WCR 

Treasurer, CREPAC 

Trustee and Past 

President of OCAR, 

also recently at-

tended the NAR Mid 

Year Meeting in 

Washington DC. Cas 

is providing a legis-

lative update and 

talking points to our 

legislatures:  

National Flood 

Insurance Program 

(NFIP)(extensions)  

Natural Disaster  

Flood  

We drastically 

need to extend the 

National Disaster 

 and Floor insur-

ances and keep 

them Affordable 

and Available.  

 

Liquidity in the 

Commercial Real Es-

tate market  

Credit Unions addi-

tional funding, raise 

caps  

Itôs been men-

tioned that the 

ñnext shoe to dropò 

is in the Commer-

cial Real Estate 

Market. NAR is con-

centrating on HR 

3380 & S 2919 

which will increase 

the cap on credit 

unions lending to 

businesses from 

12.5% to 25%.  

 

Strengthen the 

FHA Mortgage Insur-

ance program  

Make higher loan 

limits permanent Af-

fordable financing for 

responsible borrowers  

 

Of course, NARôs 

quest is to continue 

to make the loan 

limits permanent 

plus, keep avail-

ability of affordable 

financing and 

Passed 

Passed 

Failed 

Failed 

Failed 

Failed 



Coming Up at WCR South OC! 

Kiss? Bow? Shake? 

Are you losing business because you 

donôt understand your clientsô culture?  

What: WCR Monthly Luncheon 
When: 11:30am on July 16  
Where: Marbella Country Club in  
             San Juan Capistrano (No Denim) 

Cost: $25/members, $30/non-members 

Learn to work with, and within, a rapidly 
changing multicultural market and in-
crease your business. Panelists from 
ARREA, NAHREP, NAREB will help us 
understand cultural differences and how 
to break into the exploding multicultural 

markets. 

To RSVP, register online at 
www.wcrsouthorangecounty.com or 
Email :  Cas Pinkowski, WCR Treas-

urer at cas@alteraproperties.com  

course will not 

only include sub-

jects such as Cor-

porate Leadership, 

Finances, Apprais-

als, etc., but will be 

more pragmatic. 

Those individuals 

with Associate De-

grees will be able 

to work toward 

Bachelor Degrees 

and those with 

The National Asso-

ciation of Real-

tors® is announcing 

is a new program 

in the works that 

will allow REAL-

TORS® the oppor-

tunity to advance 

their knowledge of 

the industry as well 

as get bachelor and 

master degrees in 

Real Estate. The 

Bachelor Degrees 

can do graduate 

work to earn a 

Masters Degree in 

Real Estate from 

an accredited uni-

versity. More infor-

mation will be 

coming forth over 

the next 12 

months. Stay Tuned 

for More Informa-

tion Coming Soon! 

Stay Tuned for Realtor University.. .Coming Soon!  

REALTORS can now advance 

their knowledge and get a BA or 

Master’s Degree in Real Estate. 
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