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“News To Help You Save Time And Money!” 

Did the Tax Credit Help Our Housing Market? 

 Probably it did, but we will have to wait since the Tax Credit expired on April 30th to see if the market 
falls off.  We will say that we have been extremely busy listing and selling our listings but not having as many 
buyers as we would have expected, except those moving up.   We have really worked hard in trying to stay up 
and it is always a challenge when your business expands during a season to have enough help to do that out-
standing job that all of us want to be able to do.  (Probably true in your business as well…..it is affecting mort-
gage and title companies as well right now.)  Of course, that is not all bad and we are excited with the added 
business that comes from you, our special clients! 
 
 We feel the market won’t fall off immediately because of the lower inter-
est rates that are still in place.  Or at least it shouldn’t!  We will not see 5% much 
longer.  This is usually the time in the spring and summer months starting in 
March, we start seeing our ascent to a better market. (Our graphs have shown a 
bell affect every summer.  Look on our website or blog to see a current graph for 
most of our cities.)   We think we will also have that growth “bell” this year.. 
 
 An article in the Dallas Morning News was noting the increase in sales 
for the first quarter and if we look at each city, we are seeing that increase in our 
statistics as well.  The question is whether it will continue.  My opinion is again, if you are thinking of selling 
and moving, this is the time.  We also think if we can’t sustain this growth, we will have a more “W” in the 
economy where we will have to dip again before we improve.  If we don’t sustain this growth now, we think 
you are looking at two years or more to get back on track.  We have debt to pay and confidence in the econ-
omy to build.  You now see flashes of improvement, but can it continue for the long term?  We will have to 
wait and see! 

 Interest rates will go up and it is a big thing when you are borrowing.  Look at this example: If you 
were borrowing $200,000 today for a home at 5% for 30 years, your principal and interest payment would be 
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Your buying power will be greatly hindered.   

Your Real Estate Consultant For Life,  � 
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** If we missed your birthday, please call or email us so we can add you to our list! 
** If your family holds on to their ice cream card coupons, you can now redeem three of them for an ice cream cake!**  

“ Our Real Estate Family’s May Birthdays” 
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No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  
My computers can send you the information quickly and easily, for any house, listed or sold, anywhere in town. 
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Leave the address on my voicemail, anytime, 24 hours a day, and I’ll fax, mail or e-mail all the information to you on 
that listing within 24 hours. 

“Welcome New Clients!” 
We could not be in business without your coming back to us for our services, or without the referrals of your friends, 
family and work associates. Thank you to our most recent Buyers & Sellers: 

Sellers: 
 

Glenda Fischtziur - Referral from Plano Chamber of Commerce 
Mack & Sarah Madore - Past Buyers 

Lynn Moore - Marketing Referral  
Janet and Tom Miles—Past Seller—7 House Client! 

Buyers: 
 

Glenda Fischtziur - Move Up Seller 
Mack & Sarah Madore - Move Up Seller 

Lynn Moore - Move Up Seller 

Todd  Higgins Michelle  Linder Seth  Embry Courtney  Anderson 
Michael  Losasso Jack  Blair Tina  LaFreniere Jessica  Heard 
Marcus  Patrinicola Jennifer  Coleman Hank  Tracy Jetta  Prescott 

Allen  Hively Charlene  Gossett Sue  Story David  Jones 
Wilmer  Poteate Linda  Parsons Lee  Van Court Dana  Patton 

Heidi  Moen Jackson  Willoughby Kendall  Gootee Jennie  Albertson 
Adelaide  Johnson Riley  Franz Mike  Smith Carly  Heard 
Candace  Kuehn Aidan  Losasso Sarah  Schindall Vicki  Northcutt 
Richard  LaFargue Lydia  Losasso Payton  DeLoof Joan  Costa 

Robby  Moore Becky  Borchert Sean  Goforth Annalee  Johnson 
Christy  Corder Brandon  Crawford Tess  Mair Sabrina  Galindo 

Paul  Wirta Allen  Benelli Stu  Mair Julie  Campbell, Jr. 
Katarina  Dieter Suzanne  Bennett Lyndon  Willoughby Caleb  Faulkner 

Geneva  Ward Tim  Johnson Mary  Moses   
Nick  Moniak Casey  Glover Alexandra  Hays     

Kristie  Kofsky Baylie  Summers Hailey  Triece   
James  Crear Win  Le Thomas  Magbee   
Oscar  Martinez Michael  Losasso Micah  Griffith   

Jeff  Ratkowski Peder  Lindahl Marilou  Yao   
Shirley  Boyd Alexandra  Hays Kendall  Marino 
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Cover the answers below and see how many of these countries you can name.  Use the Mediterranean Sea as 
your landmark. 
 
1. Egypt 

2. Israel 

3. Lebanon 

4. Jordan 
5. Syria 

6. Iraq 

7. Iran 

8. Afghanistan 

9. Pakistan 

10. Oman 

11. Yemen 
12. Saudi Arabia 

“Can You Name These Countries?” 

  
 
 Armed Forces Day is a day to recognize, honor, and thank 
the men and women in all branches of the service who are protect-
ing our country and our freedom.   
 
 Observations may include parades; fireworks; air shows; 
open houses at military bases; collecting items for and mailing care 
packages to overseas military personnel; and something as simple 
as giving blood.  
 
 Over 30 countries observe this event; this year in the U.S. 
Armed Forces Day is May 15. 

“What Is Armed Forces Day?” 

April Quiz Answer   
 

Question:   What is another name  
for an apiarist?   

 
 

Answer:   Bee Keeper  
 
 

Congratulations to 
 

Bob Drapeau 
 

  Your name was selected at random from all of 
the correct quiz entries and you’ll receive a  

$25 Gift Certificate to Macaroni Grill. 
 

Watch for your name in a coming month!  

The word “aerobics” came about when the gym instructors got together and said, “If we’re going to 
charge $10 an hour, we can’t call it ‘jumping up  down.’”   - Rita Rudner 
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AREA SALES % CHANGE  
YEAR AGO 

AVERAGE  
SALES PRICE 

% CHANGE 
YEAR AGO 

PRICE PER 
SQ FT 

% CHANGE 
YEAR AGO 

AVG 
DOM 

% CHANGE 
YEAR AGO 

Plano 223 4% $265,398 3% $97 6% 68 -3% 
McKinney 168 12% $225,803 12% $90 9% 68 -24% 

Allen 107 13% $227,929 1% $84 -2% 68 -24% 

Frisco 250 -1% $271,101 2% $91 4% 76 -17% 

“March 2010 Statistics” 

It looks like from the statistics for March that many took advantage of the market and the tax incentive.  This 
is reflected in the figures for March which covers our first 3 months or first quarter.  Most of our cities have 
improved in their units or number of homes sold and all had an increase in the average sales price with a drop 
in days on market!  This is very good.  Some of the contracts that were written will fall out for various reasons 
but think everyone in the title and mortgage businesses are finding they are extremely busy trying to close 
what we put under contract.  Will next month still be good?  Oh, yes, May and June will reflect what we put 
under contract this month of April.  So we will see a good couple of months but then no one knows.  We will 
still sell houses with a strong market if we keep those interest rates closer to 5%. 

“Betty’s Market Update” 

 
 
 

 
 

Upgrades Galore! 
2 Bedroom Beauty + Study/Optional 3rd Bedroom with 
added Sunroom! Ceramic Tile  and Hand Scraped Wide 
Plank Flooring.  Open Floorplan with Spacious Livin g Area 
in special Frisco Lakes for Over 55 “Resort Living! ” 

7576 St Petersburg Dr 
Frisco 

$219,900 
1772 Sq Ft 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Great Cul-de-sac Location! 

3 Living Areas, Pool, and 2nd Separate Yard! Update d 
Appliances in Kitchen with Granite!  Wood Flooring in All 
Living and All Bedrooms!  Gameroom with Wetbar! Mas -
ter with Sitting Area, 2 Walk-in Closets!  
See Pictures at www.HomesByBetty.com 

$219,900 
2656 Sq Ft 

13031 Jasoncrest Trl 
Dallas 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Light & Airy 4 Bedroom with 4 Baths! 

Updated Kitchen, Vaulted Ceilings, 2 Fireplaces & 2  Stair-
cases.  Wood Laminate Flooring in Living, Den, Dini ng, 
Master & Upstairs 2nd Bedroom. 2-Story Den has Fire -
place & Built-ins. Kitchen has Granite Counters. 
See Pictures at www.HomesByBetty.com 

$279,900 
3161 Sq Ft 

644 Post Oak Drive 
Plano 

 
 
 

 
 

Pool & Spa! 
Spacious Den has Fireplace with Gas Logs & Tall Win -
dows with Pool View. Large Upstairs Game Room with 
Window Seat.  Open Island Kitchen with Eating Bar!  
See Pictures at www.HomesByBetty.com 

8812 Calistoga Springs 
Way, Plano 

$323,900 
3520 Sq Ft 

“Showcase of Homes” 
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LOOKING  FOR LOCAL  BUSINESSES THAT  GIVE  OUTSTANDING  CUSTOMER SERVICE ? 
 

Request a free copy of my service directory.  All of the businesses listed in it have a proven track record for  
providing the outstanding customer service you deserve. 

 

You can also find our preferred business listings on our website www.HomesByBetty.com under 

“Evidence Of Success” 
Talk About Real Estate Consultant For Life! 

Wow!  I can count 7 transactions with the Miles.  We sold their first 
house over 20 years ago when they moved with their job to east Texas.  
(No, they are not that old, but I am getting that way!)  Their oldest son 
was only a year old when they bought this house and now he is 18 years 
old.  They kept this property as a rental when they moved away again.   
They moved back and we sold them another house.  They were inter-
ested in some specific schools for their children’s sports so we sold that 
one and got them into a beautiful new house about 4 years ago.  We 
really appreciate the Miles faithfulness to keep coming back and now the 
rent house has been sold, so they can concentrate on their children’s 

sports, their jobs and their busy lives.  Janet and Tom never forgot us and remembered us to 
many of their family and friends. We are very thankful. 

“De-clutter Your Psychic Space” 
Your office and attic aren’t the only places in need of periodic cleaning and organizing. 
 
The stuff you carry around in your head – and heart – does more than take up mental space; it can stop you from being 
content.  Here are some ways you can de-clutter your insides: 
 
Let go of grudges.  Why carry a grudge to the grave?  Put the past behind you.  Try writing a letter to the person you’re 
angry with.  You don’t have to send it, but just putting the incident down in black and white (or pastel-colored ink, if 
that’s your style) can help you get past it. 
 
Unload burdensome friends.  Take an honest look at the people in your life.  Break ties with those who don’t support 
you, or who are incompatible with your values and goals. 
 
Put the gavel away.  Being judgmental only closes you off from learning something from others.  Don’t judge too 
quickly; listen first. 

“How To Go Far In Life”  
 
 How far you go in life depends on you being tender with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 
with the striving, and tolerant of the weak and the strong.  Because someday in life you will have been all of these. 
    – George Washington Carver 



Page 6 

Who do you know that might enjoy our newsletter and isn’t currently getting it? Give us a call at (972) 985-4747 or email me at  
Betty.Magee@HomesByBetty.com  If you give us their name and address, we’ll be happy to add them to the mailing list to receive 
our monthly newsletter. 

“I Did It Again!” 

“Yes, You’re A Multilinguist!” 

 I did it again!  I left James at home and left my Team to take care of 
business while I was gone in the middle of all this activity.  Although my cli-
ents are very important, so is my family and when my daughter invites me to 
go on vacation with her, I am gone!  We met each other in Houston and flew 
to San Jose in Costa Rica and rented a car.  Beautiful drive to our first stay in 
a resort in the rain forest with coffee plantations all along the treed roads.   
Not much fun when you meet a semi trying to maneuver over a bridge and 
curve when you have to stop and back up to give him room to come across.  
Went on guided tours through the mountains, enjoyed the hot springs and the 
pools in our hotel, even rode the zip line down the mountain zigzagging with 
9 stations.  Wow, what a thrill.  Amanda didn’t think I would do it but did!  
Drove to second resort through awful dirt, rocky roads winding through the 
mountains but impressed with the resort stuck on the side of the mountain 

where the Quakers once had a dairy farm.  Beautiful country and we hiked through the rain forest here as well.  Third 
stop was the beach.  Not as white as Hawaii but very pretty.  Took a hike through their national park seeing monkeys and 
birds and lizards and sloth and bugs!   Good food where we dined with lots of fresh fruits and fish.  Wonderful trip!  
Wish you were there! 

 

You speak other languages though you may not realize it.  Check out these foreign terms that are quite common to us: 
 

· ad hoc (Latin):  impromptu, spur-of-the-moment. 
 

· aficionado (Spanish):  a fan or enthusiast. 
 

· alma mater (Latin):  literally, “nourishing mother,” applied by students to former schools. 
 

· angst (German):  dread and anxiety. 
 

· carte blanche (French):  unrestricted authority or freedom. 
 

· et cetera (Latin):  “and the rest.” 
 

· mea culpa (Latin):  literally, “I am to blame,” an expression of responsibility or guilt. 
 

· pro bono (Latin):  without charge; free service. 
 

· quid pro quo (Latin):  an equal exchange of one good or service for another. 
 

· verboten (German):  forbidden, prohibited. 
 

· versus (Latin):  against. 
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“Computer Reality Warp” 

Many of us can’t imagine life without computers.  And many of us can’t imagine using computers in real life vs. what we 
see on our movie screens.  In the movies… 
 
· A writer can type out a sentence the length of a Shakespearean soliloquy without once hitting the space bar. 
 
· Anyone can infect a computer with a crippling virus simply by entering the words DOWNLOAD VIRUS on a key-

board. 
 
· Good guys and bad guys alike can infiltrate any computer in the world.  Even when it’s turned off. 
 
· A hacker can guess any password in two or three attempts. 
 
· The most complex operation, involving massive amounts of data, can be accomplished in three seconds or less. 
 
· Every laptop in the world has real-time video phone capabilities and the performance of a Cray supercomputer. 
 
· Destroying the monitor prevents the entire computer from functioning. 
 
· The hero can immediately use any computer he or she finds, no matter how specialized or advanced. 
 
· The hero always finds the important email right away – it’s always at the top of the inbox, and no one ever has to 

wade through spam. 

The price of hating other human beings is loving oneself less. 
– Eldridge Cleaver 

“Want More Energy In Your Work Day?” 
Maintaining your energy level all day can be a challenge.  Don’t ignore physical or mental fatigue, but don’t surrender to 
it, either.  Try these tactics for recharging: 
 
Move around.   Take a walk, even if it’s just a quick stroll around your office several times throughout the day.  Getting 
your blood flowing speeds delivery of oxygen and nutrients to your body. 
 
Take a deep breath.   Several, actually.  Sit up straight to open your chest cavity and get more oxygen into your lungs.  
Here’s an exercise:  Breathe out through your mouth completely.  Then inhale through your nose for four seconds.  Hold 
it in for seven seconds, and then exhale for a count of eight seconds.  Do this four times to refresh yourself. 
 
Drink sufficient fluids.   Water, like air, delivers oxygen throughout your body.  If you’re dehydrated, you’ll feel tired.  
Drink plenty of water or a low-calorie sports drink. 
 
Get outside.   Sunshine and fresh air can have a rejuvenating effect, along with the exercise benefits of taking a short 
walk. 
 
Learn something new.   Spend a few minutes with a book or on the Internet researching a subject that’s of interest to 
you.  You’ll stimulate your mind and make new mental connections. 



 
Betty Magee, ABR, CRS, SRES, e-PRO, ASR, ASP  
Betty.Magee@HomesByBetty.com 
Phone  972-985-4747 
Fax     972-867-2436  

2828 W. Parker Road, Suite 105  
Plano, Texas 75075  
972-985-4747 
Betty.Magee@HomesByBetty.com 

Visit our Website! 
www.HomesByBetty.com 

And to search the MLS, go to  
www.SearchDFWListings.com  

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  
Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.   
 

Copyright 2008 Betty Magee.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all financial decisions and 
actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take 
without proper financial, legal or tax advice. 
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Do you know a first time buyer or someone who has not bought a house in the last 3 years that could qualify 
for the Tax Free Money?  Send them to www.TaxCreditGuide.com/CollinCounty 
 

Interested in the Foreclosure Market?  Go to BankOwnedHomesWeekly.com/Plano 
 

Register for our Buyer’s Class and Seller Staging Class at www.HomesByBetty.com 

 

May Quiz Question 
 

In what year did humans make their first 
flight over the English Channel?   

 
Everyone who faxes, e-mails or calls in the  

correct answer, will be entered into a drawing  
for a $25 gift certificate to Macaroni Grill.  

 

Be sure to check out  
last month’s winner on page 3. 
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Please recycle this newsletter by passing it along 
to your coworkers, family, friends, and neighbors. 


