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“News To Help You Save Time And Money!” 

“Tax Credit Guide” 

Just about 30 days left for the Tax Credits for First Time Buyers and Move Up/Down Buyers!  Have you taken advan-
tage of this opportunity?  If not, it’s a good time to do so. To see if you qualify for either, ask for our Tax Credit Guide 
or go to www.TaxCreditGuide.com/CollinCounty.com to get your copy. 
 
Is the Tax Credit Guide doing its job to boost the economy like other bailouts and incentive programs?  I’m not really 
sure.  Perhaps the interest rate being low has had more to do with it.  This time of year we do usually have an upswing of 
activity.  We are certainly listing a lot of homes and I don’t see buyers knocking our doors 
down trying to get a contract on a house by the end of April. (The contract has to be final by 
the 31st of April but does not have to close until the end of June.)  I am not sure the govern-
ment will extend this plan since it is costing a lot of money to keep it going, but we will need 
something like this for the housing market to continue to improve, I think. 
 
I did recently have my first contract fall through because my listing did not appraise, but the 
buyer wrapped in a lot of closing costs for the seller to pay, and I guess the appraiser was not 
comfortable with that.  It is impossible to change the mind of an FHA appraiser (or any ap-
praiser for that matter), even if you think you have better comparables to compare your list-
ing to - which I did!  It’s been a couple of years since I had a house not appraise. We have 
been hearing about appraisers being tougher in this marketplace and since our comparables 
are not good with the foreclosures and short sales, it is tough to evaluate houses correctly. I 
get complaints from agents about not finding the comparables even on some of my listings 
which are hard, I have to omit. 
 
We have been here before in the 80’s where we couldn’t get the appraisers to go higher on 
the appraisals since it appeared to be such a “down” market, but now it seems they are just afraid to give those updates 
and improvements much value in a “flat” questionable market.  Don’t be discouraged! We will make it as we have in the 
past.  We just keep working at it and it all works out in the long run.   
 
Your Real Estate Consultant For Life,   � �����  
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Antoine Guerin 
Steven Hays 
Bryce Summers 
McKenzie Lane 
Evan Quennet 
Mark Parr 
Donna Losasso 
Suzanne Garcia 
Brandon Harris 
Kathryn Thompson 
Brennan Huser 
Brandon Kuck 
Mark Letterer 
Brandon Knue 
Terry Schuck 
Tricia Walker 
Lola Johnson 
Anne Huser 

Genevieve Miller 
Lucretia Fulgham 
Andrea Hansen 
Alexander Young 
Robert Formanck 
Brian Eastland 
Marshall Lamm 
Taylor Story 
Chris Andersen 
Richard Powell 
Sheila Kinsey 
Henry Gentry 
Tracy Patrinicola 
Susan Anderson 
Myong Lovelace 
Nell Tucker 
NadineGray 
Luke Lambard 

Richard Pollock 
Leena Mohamedali 
Christian Schoeberl 
Nancy Schoeberl 
Rylie Rogers 
Jessica Mims 
Maria Cintron 
Hazel Mohamedali 
Romeo Martinez 
James Jasper 
Linda Coleman 
Yumi Le 
Judy Glover 
Yvonne Martinez 
Margaret Kyzar 
Benny Shelley 
Peter Keahon 
Breanna Jewell 

Carol Coughran 
Lorene Collinsworth 
Katie Lynn Rink 
Nichole Pujol 
Hannah Alcorn 
Judy Heisch 
Jordan Bell 
Crystal Serschen 
April Leonard 
Christy Ptichford 
Julie Bailey 
Dana Pujol 
Logan Friedman 
Zack McLaughlin 
Ainsley Nelson 

** If we missed your birthday, please call or email us so we can add you to our list! 
** If your family holds on to their ice cream card coupons, you can now redeem three of them for an ice cream cake!**  

“ Our Real Estate Family’s April Birthdays” 
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No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  
My computers can send you the information quickly and easily, for any house, listed or sold, anywhere in town. 
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Leave the address on my voicemail, anytime, 24 hours a day, and I’ll fax, mail or e-mail all the information to you on 
that listing within 24 hours. 

“Welcome New Clients!” 
We could not be in business without your coming back to us for our services, or without the referrals of your friends, 
family and work associates. Thank you to our most recent Buyers & Sellers: 

Sellers: 
 

Blake & Misty Lawrence - Referred by Chris & Alyssa Pearson 
AND Joan Saltzburg, all Past Buyers 

Norman Mehlman - Referred by his sister, Flo Mehlman 
Mike Burch - Referred Investor 

Donald & Josephine Smith - Called off Neighborhood Cards 
Debbie Hsu & Daughter, Tiffany - Called off Neighborhood Cards 

David & Teresa Jones - Referred from Neighborhood Cards 
Drew & Rebekah Caffey - Referred by a Mutual Friend 

Charles & Shirley Beck - Referred by Billie Meador 

Buyers: 
 

David & Sharie McCowen - Internet 
Blake & Misty Lawrence - Past Sellers 

Amy & Jack Wilburn - Referred by Chris & Shannon Nelson 
Cera Hammond - Referred by her mom, Janea Montgomery 
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Crunch.  Crunch.  That was the sound of Joe Markham’s problem.  The three-year-old German Shepherd he’d adopted, 
Fritz, loved to chew rocks.  So much, in fact, that his teeth were one-third their normal size.   

 
In every other way, Fritz was a wonderful and loving companion.  But Markham knew the 
dog’s one bad habit was endangering his health.  So Markham, a partner in a motorcycle/
auto repair shop, encouraged Fritz to try softer substitutes:  radiator hoses and motorcycle 
tires.  But the dog didn’t favor either of these items enough for it to become a rock re-
placement. 
 
One day, Fritz stretched under a workbench, pulled out a part from a car, trotted over to 
Markham, and dropped the part on Markham’s foot.  With this rubber-knobbed gizmo it 
was love at first bite.  Fritz forgot his beloved rocks.  His new obsession had customers 
asking what kind of toy was making the dog so joyful. 
 
That’s when Markham speculated that if his dog loved this type of rubber so much, other 
dogs would, too.  And so began a long journey of prototypes, rejections, manufacturing 

woes, ridicule, and late-night commercial slots.  But Markham persevered because he knew his real customers – the 
furry, four-legged ones – would prove him right. 
 
Today Markham’s toy, the KONG, has sold 50+ million worldwide, and according to the company’s Web site, “Millions 
and millions of dogs have confirmed that KONG is the world’s best dog toy!” 
 
Is that “crunch, crunch” of a problem really the “knock,  knock” of opportunity? 

“’Crunch, Crunch’ or ‘Knock, Knock’?” 

Car experts say that, when an area of the country suffers heavy flooding, unscrupulous dealers rush in and buy flood-
damaged vehicles in salvage yards, then they clean them up and resell them.  It’s a dangerous and dishonest practice be-
cause vehicles exposed to rising water often have malfunctioning brakes and computer systems.  Here are some pointers 
on how to spot a flood car: 
 
· It will have a musty smell. 
 
· There will be rust underneath the dashboard or on the interior 

trunk or hood hinges. 
 
· You’ll see water stains on the upholstery or mismatched uphol-

stery (signaling that the stained portions were replaced). 
 
· It will have condensation or water droplets inside the interior 

light fixtures. 

“Don’t Buy A ‘Flood Car’” 

March Quiz Answer   
 

Question:   In honor of March, Women’s 
History Month, who was the first woman to win 

the Nobel Peace Price for economics? 
 

Answer:   Elinor Ostrum (in 2009).  
 

Source:   nobelprize.org 
 

Congratulations to 
 

Jerry Kezhaya 
 

  Your name was selected at random from all of 
the correct quiz entries and you’ll receive a  

$25 Gift Certificate to Macaroni Grill. 
 

Watch for your name in a coming month!  

Never let your failures go to your heart or your 
successes go to your head. 

– Anonymous 



Page 4 

AREA SALES % CHANGE  
YEAR AGO 

AVERAGE  
SALES PRICE 

% CHANGE 
YEAR AGO 

PRICE PER 
SQ FT 

% CHANGE 
YEAR AGO 

AVG 
DOM 

% CHANGE 
YEAR AGO 

Plano 180 0% $254,641 -13% $93 -9% 68 -9% 
McKinney 107 -1% $223,893 14% $84 5% 79 -4% 

Allen 70 19% $217,651 -4% $86 2% 71 -29% 

Frisco 145 -21% $246,278 -16% $88 -4% 65 -34% 

“March 2010 Statistics” 

Most areas had more sales last month than a year ago. The inventory gap from last year is closing in when most sellers 
do think about selling when school is out and during the summer, so the number current listings is higher. The average 
price sold last month has not been as high in some cities since the tax incentive is attracting first time buyers who are 
buying the lower priced homes. 
 
Interest rates are hanging around 5% which really does allow the buyer to buy more house than at 7% and upward which 
I think we will be at by the end of this year, maybe even double digits. Even if you don’t receive the tax incentive 
money, you will greatly benefit from the lower interest rates.  If you have a 7% or higher rate currently, you might want 
to consider selling or refinancing if you intend to stay there for awhile. Call us and we will be happy to answer your 
questions! 

“Betty’s Market Update” 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Trees Galore! 
Located close to Preston Road in the Preston Spring s 
Subdivision. 4 Bedrooms + Study and Upstairs Gam-
eroom. Backyard with trees and Spa!  
See Pictures at www.HomesByBetty.com 

4017 Milano Drive 
Plano 

$289,900 
2990 Sq Ft 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Beautiful Curb Appeal! 

Lovely Drive Up with Stone & Brick. Patio off of Di ning 
Room. Large Master & Study Downstairs. Gameroom and  
3 Bedrooms Upstairs. High Ceilings. Den is Open to Spa-
cious Kitchen and Breakfast Area. 
See Pictures at www.HomesByBetty.com 

$239,900 
2970 Sq Ft 

1305 Bradford Trace 
Allen 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Built-in Bookshelves + Covered Patio! 

Tile added to Kitchen, Breakfast & Baths. Roll-out Cabinet 
Drawers in Bright Kitchen. Nice Covered Patio. 3 Be d-
rooms with Large Double Room that makes a Great 2nd  
Living Area! Sprinkler System. 
See Pictures at www.HomesByBetty.com 

$129,900 
1641 Sq Ft 

953 Middle Cove 
Plano 

 
 
 

 
 

Pool + 2 Living Areas! 
Located in the Villages of Russell Creek Subdivisio n.  
5 Bedrooms, 2 Living Areas and 3rd Full Bath Downst airs. 
Backyard has Gorgeous Gunite Pool with Spa. 
See Pictures at www.HomesByBetty.com 

8908 Smokey Drive 
Plano 

$259,000 
2814 Sq Ft 

“Showcase of Homes” 
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LOOKING  FOR LOCAL  BUSINESSES THAT  GIVE  OUTSTANDING  CUSTOMER SERVICE ? 
 

Request a free copy of my service directory.  All of the businesses listed in it have a proven track record for  
providing the outstanding customer service you deserve. 

 

You can also find our preferred business listings on our website www.HomesByBetty.com under 

“Evidence Of Success” 
After finding our website on the Internet, Sharie called our office to discuss the home buying proc-
ess. Sharie was very frustrated with the agents she had previously spoken to and was almost driven 
to tears because she wanted to buy a house but didn’t know how to get started. It was suggested that 
she come in so I could go over the process of buying with her and she was assured that I would take 
the fear out of buying! Sharie and David McCowen came in and after going over the buying proc-
ess, we searched for some houses. They were very proactive in driving areas that we found and 
checking out the houses and neighborhoods to see what they liked. We eventually narrowed it down 
to 5 or 6 houses and took off to see inside. There it was… we found it! Just reduced, ready to sell, 

vacant, completely redone, darling, with all the rooms that fit their needs and in the price range they were comfortable with!   
 

We settled on a contract but when the inspection was done, the inspector suspected there might be hail damage on the roof. 
Oh, dear, no way we could get insurance on the house so expected the deal to fall through - especially since the seller had no 
insurance to cover the roof. After much negotiating and estimates, Sharie and David got their new roof and the house they 
loved and we went to Celebration! Sharie told me that she knew that most of our business came from referrals, so to stay in 
line, she felt that God had led and referred her to me. I’ll take those referrals any day! Sharie found out later that her boss had 
been sold a home by us, but Keith didn’t know she was looking for a house to refer us.  
 

Do you have a referral for us for someone that does not know anything about buying a house but would certainly like to do 
so?  If so, give us a call. 

“The Mighty, Majestic Redwood” 
In 1963, the National Geographic Society recorded the tallest of all known trees, a majestic California red-
wood that stood 367.8 feet.  These trees’ longevity may be partly due to the fact that redwoods are not vul-
nerable to disease or insects, and their one-foot-thick bark often protects them from fires.  Even if one is 
burned or cut down, a redwood is capable of sprouting a new tree from a burl at the base of its trunk.  Red-
woods have been known to live for as long as 2,500 years, but the average span is 500 to 700 years.  Typi-
cally, the trees, which have shallow root systems, are blown down by strong winds. 
 
The Spanish called them “palo colorado” or “red trees” after their reddish bark.  Early settlers kept their 
poultry in burnt-out redwoods – the diameter of which could reach 20 feet – and called such trees “goose 
pens.”  The first railroads in California were laid on redwood ties, and today California wines are kept in 
redwood vats to preserve the flavor of the grapes.  Learn more about these fascinating giants and the Red-
wood National and State Parks at http://www.nps.gov/redw/index.htm. 
 
We visited the Redwoods a couple of years ago on our trip through California to Oregon! 

“Let’s Recycle Large Appliances” 
Did you know that about 95 percent of a refrigerator can be salvaged or recycled?  Here’s a list of materials that can be 
saved in a typical large appliance: 
 

Steel; glass shelves; liners (plastic); copper and aluminum components; polyurethane foam insulation; compressor oil; 
and CFC refrigerants. 
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Who do you know that might enjoy our newsletter and isn’t currently getting it? Give us a call at (972) 985-4747 or email me at  
Betty.Magee@HomesByBetty.com  If you give us their name and address, we’ll be happy to add them to the mailing list to receive 
our monthly newsletter. 

“How To Exercise Your Brain” 

“Learn The New Jargon Now” 

Like any other part of your body, your brain needs exercise to stay healthy.  Although physical exercise can encourage 
the growth of new brain cells, mental exercises will also help your mind stay sharp.  So… 
 
· Mix up your routine.  When you take the same route to work every day, or even fix 

the same peanut butter sandwich for your lunch, your mind stops stretching itself.  
Look for different activities that force you to think actively about what you’re doing. 

 
· Stay mentally active.  Crossword puzzles, sudoku, and other games can keep your 

mind in shape.  So can taking a class, learning a new language, or reading something 
challenging in a book group. 

 
· Reduce your stress.  Easier said than done for many of us, but meditation, yoga, and 

getting plenty of sleep can relieve pressure that interferes with the ability to form fresh memories. 
 
· Socialize.  Don’t let yourself get isolated.  Talking to people and making new friends will stimulate your brain and 

give you more opportunities to learn and grow. 
 
· Test yourself.  Make up a few simple mental exercises.  For example, try to identify the coins in your pocket, or the 

keys you carry, by touch instead of sight. 

Some of the most creative thinking in the workplace comes from the desire to avoid saying what we really mean.  Check 
out these innovative euphemisms for typical workplace antics: 
 
Blamestorm:  A discussion centered around finding an excuse – or a scapegoat – for failure. 
 
Data transport system:  A briefcase. 
 
Ohnosecond:  The fraction of a moment between hitting “send” and realizing you’ve just sent an embarrassing email to 
everyone in your organization. 
 
Percussive maintenance:  Hitting a computer or other electronic device in an attempt to get it to work. 
 
Presenteeism:  The opposite of absenteeism; an obsession with being visible at work regardless of how productive you 
are. 
 
Run it up the flagpole:  Hoping someone with real authority will give you permission to do something if you ask po-
litely. 
 
Stress puppy:  Someone who thrives on pressure. 
 
Vulcan nerve pinch:  The awkward hand stretch needed to reach all the keys necessary for certain computer commands. 
 
Xerox subsidy:  Using the office photocopier for personal reasons. 
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“How To Avoid ‘Blackberry Thumb’” 

The American Society of Hand Therapists (ASHT) recently warned owners of personal digital assistants – such as 
Blackberries, iPods, and Sidekicks – of the danger of developing carpal tunnel syndrome, tendonitis, or other hand, 
wrist, and arm ailments.  “Handheld electronics may require prolonged grips, repetitive motion on small buttons, and 
awkward wrist movements,” says Donna Breger-Stanton, ASHT president.  “These devices are immensely popular, and 
they’re getting smaller with even more features which encourages extended use.  Most of the population could suffer 
hand ailments unless they learn to take preventive measures.”  Her suggestions: 
 
· Don’t bend your wrist in either direction when holding the device.  Grip it 

loosely and hold it straight in your hand. 
 
· Take a break every hour. 
 
· If possible, place pillows in your lap on which to rest your arms. 
 
· Switch hands frequently to reduce fatigue. 
 
· Watch your posture.  “People may strain their elbows and wrists by leaning or slouching for a long period while 

working on these devices,” Breger-Stanton says. 

“Take Time For Poetry” 

Are you a fan of poetry?  If your response is, “I don’t know much about it…” then this is the month for you.  April is 
National Poetry Month in the U.S. and Canada, when publishers, booksellers, literary organizations, libraries, schools 
and the poets themselves band together to celebrate poetry and its vital place in our culture. 
 
From Shakespeare to Silverstein, from Angelou to Austin, there’s such breadth, depth and variety in poetry that there 
really is something for everyone to enjoy and appreciate.  Learn more about National Poetry Month at www.poets.org 
and www.poets.ca. 

“Do We Over-Share?” 

Some employers are worried about what their workers are saying on Facebook and other social networking sites. 
 
A survey by Travelers found that one out of eight people share work-related information on social media sites, and 30 
percent say they don’t think posting information about their employer is a problem as long as they believe the informa-
tion is true. 
 
“An employee could inadvertently post confidential information that could cause irreparable harm to a business,” says 
Kathy Swendsen, President of Travelers Global Technology.  “In addition, the speed and ease of publication to a wide 
audience makes it virtually impossible to remove the information once it’s posted.” 

Art is the transfer of emotion from one person to another. 
– Leo Tolstoy 



 
Betty Magee, ABR, CRS, SRES, e-PRO, ASR, ASP  
Betty.Magee@HomesByBetty.com 
Phone  972-985-4747 
Fax     972-867-2436  

2828 W. Parker Road, Suite 105  
Plano, Texas 75075  
972-985-4747 
Betty.Magee@HomesByBetty.com 

Visit our Website! 
www.HomesByBetty.com 

And to search the MLS, go to  
www.SearchDFWListings.com  

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  
Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.   
 

Copyright 2008 Betty Magee.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all financial decisions and 
actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take 
without proper financial, legal or tax advice. 
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Do you know a first time buyer or someone who has not bought a house in the last 3 years that could qualify 
for the Tax Free Money?  Send them to www.TaxCreditGuide.com/CollinCounty 
 

Interested in the Foreclosure Market?  Go to BankOwnedHomesWeekly.com/Plano 
 

Register for our Buyer’s Class and Seller Staging Class at www.HomesByBetty.com 

 

April Quiz Question 

 
What is another name  

for an apiarist?   
 

Everyone who faxes, e-mails or calls in the  
correct answer, will be entered into a drawing  

for a $25 gift certificate to Macaroni Grill.  
 

Be sure to check out  
last month’s winner on page 3. 
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Please recycle this newsletter by passing it along 
to your coworkers, family, friends, and neighbors. 


