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Amanda’s golden retriever had a litter of puppies
that were now old enough to go to new homes.
Since retrievers make great family pets, Amanda
figured she’d be able to sell them pretty quickly
to her neighbors. So one day, she posted a “For
Sale” sign on her fence and brought the puppies
out into the yard.

Her first customer was a small boy from the neigh-
borhood who observed the dogs carefully from a
distance. He walked over to the fence and said to
Amanda, “I'd like to buy one of your puppies.”
The boy was holding a jar brimming with every
type of coin imaginable and had his eyes fixed on
a puppy sitting across the yard from its siblings.

The puppy was the runt of the litter and the boy
had noticed that it had difficulty running and walk-
ing. “l want that one!” he exclaimed.
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Someone Who Understands n

Amanda looked at the runt. She knew it wouldn’t
be fair for her to sell the boy that puppy. She
politely shook her head and said, “To be honest, |
don’t think that one will be much fun for a boy like
you. He'll never be able to play like a normal
dog — there’s something wrong with his back leg.”

The youngster thought about what Amanda had
said. After a few minutes, he looked at Amanda
and replied, “He just needs to be with someone
who understands.” Then the boy moved away from
the fence and raised the right leg of his pants,
revealing a metal brace supporting his knee. “He’s
just right for me.”

Whether it'’s our spouse, family member, friend or a
pet, it’s always nice to know there’s someone in our
life who understands you.

~ Adapted from Bits & Pieces
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The Truth About Reality TV

What is it about reality TV that captivates the
American mind?2 Psychologist Steven Reiss decided
to find out why shows such as Survivor and Big
Brother have ratings rivaling those of the NFL Su-
per Bowl. He conducted a survey of 239 people
and found some surprising answers:

*  One common assumption about regular real-
ity TV viewers is that they watch the shows in
order to improve their sociability at work. The
research found that fans and non-fans score
almost equally when tested on sociability.

*  Another popular theory about reality TV fans
is that they are not very smart. Researchers
also found that assumption incorrect. People
who say they enjoy intellectual activities are
no less likely to watch reality TV than are those
who don't.

* Researchers found that fans of reality shows
tend to be more competitive and place a very
high value on revenge. That makes sense since
many of the shows are competitive in nature,
and shows such as Survivor have a voting sys-
tem that gives contestants opportunities for
payback.

*  The primary characteristic that separated fans
from non-fans of reality TV is that watchers
have a greater desire for status than non-fans.
Prestige is important to reality-TV fans, and
the shows allow them to fantasize about gain-
ing status through instant fame. It doesn’t mat-
ter if the shows don’t portray the contestants
in the most positive light. The fact that millions
of viewers are paying attention to them means
the contestants are important.

~ Adapted from Psychology Today
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Have your recent energy bills left your bank account a bit
chilly?2 This winter, your electricity and natural gas prices
may have risen by 40 to 50%, some areas by even more. If
you want to save some money during the remainder of the
cold months, try employing some of these helpful hints:

* If you spend most of your time in one room, heat it with a
portable electric heater instead of using central heat.

* Close your curtains at night to reduce heat loss but leave
them open during the day. Sunlight can provide a free
source of heat. Keep your windows and doors closed.

* Keep the humidity up. Add more plants indoors and con-
sider buying a humidifier. You'll feel warmer with some
humidity in the air.
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March Gardening Tips

Whether it comes in like a lion or a lamb, March is anything
but meek. It teases us with sweet smelling air that carries
snowflakes the next day. For gardeners, March is a month
of preparations -- planting plans, seed orders, tool tune-
ups and coldframes. The fickle weather of March makes it
impossible to set absolute dates and schedules for plant-
ing, so proceed with caution!

Lawn Care:

* As snow melts away, many lawn areas are likely to look
quite ragged. In most cases, the appearance will improve
dramatically as conditions warm and lawn growth resumes
later in spring.

* As conditions allow, start spring lawn care with the re-
moval of debris that has accumulated over the winter.
Raking will remove matted accumulations of dead grass.

* March is not the time for fertilizing! Wait until the lawn
has been mowed a few times before fertilizing, typically
in late April or early May.

Perennials, Annuals, and Bulbs:

* If the weather warms quickly, spring flowering bulbs may
begin to push up green shoots. Not to worry -- plants can
withstand the winter weather that will most likely follow.

* Turn and prune houseplants regularly to keep them
shapely. Pinch back new growth to promote bushy plants.

* When planning your annual flowerbeds, plan to plant
rows in an east to west fashion to take advantage of full
sun conditions. Also, plan to plant taller plants at the north
side of the garden to avoid shading smaller plants.

~ Adapted from http.//www.redsgardencenter.com/march.html

* Insulate bare heating ducts with one to two inches of insu-
lating batting. Also, inspect the furnace ducts for holes.
Seal with duct tape, if necessary. You could save up to
17% of your heating costs.

* Turn off thermostats for separate area heaters in unused
rooms and close the doors. Make sure you turn off all
thermostats other than a heat pump when leaving the house
for more than a few hours.

* A good way to check for proper thermostat operation is to
use a thermometer to compare actual room temperature
to the thermostat reading. Make sure furniture and drap-
eries do not obstruct the thermostat; they could cause an
inaccurate reading. Heat from lights will also affect a ther-
mostat reading. If the thermostat seems to be out of cali-
bration, call a heating contractor to adjust or replace it.

* Check your furnace's energy efficiency. You can measure
a gas furnace's energy efficiency by how well it converts
energy into usable heat. You'll want a furnace with a rat-
ing of 80% or higher. If your furnace has a low energy-
efficiency rating or is more than 15 years old, you might
consider replacing it with a new energy-efficient model.
You could save up to 20% of your heating costs.

~ Adapted from sdge.com and pge.com

College is Costly

The average cost of a college education during the 2004-
2005 school year was $20,082 for tuition at a private
college and $5,354 at a public college. With the addi-
tion of a year's room-and-board expenses, those num-
bers rose to $27,516 and $11,354, respectively. That's
why no matter how young your child is, the time to start
planning for financing his or her college education is now.
Consider using the following four steps to optimize your
college-fund plan:

* Find out how long you have to invest your money. The
longer you have to invest, the better chance you have
of reaching your goals.

* Research how much a college education will cost.

* Decide how much money you'll invest. This will depend
on several factors: The college, public or private, you
choose to send your child to; the length of time you
have and the funds you have available to invest; and
how your investments do over time.

* Create a college-fund investment plan. Look at your
goals and the time you have, and you'll be able to
determine a reasonable plan for yourself. You may
also want to consider 529 plans (a tax-advantaged
way to save for higher education), Coverdell Educa-
tion Savings Accounts (formerly known as education
IRAs) and mutual funds.

~ Adapted from the Oppenheimer Funds website



Congratulations!

Thank You For Your Referrals...
Nancy Bower, Val Tocci, Anne Weinandy,
Jim Stevens, Donna Merlihan, Jean Duniec,
Andrea Shaffer, and Lora & Jim Ryan

Happy Homeowners...
Ethan Boron and Jonathon Myer

Welcome...

Edwind & Maria Shafrik, Denise & Dave Gibson,
Patti & Sam Nortman, Kim Niro & Chris Elgin,
Jim & Charlene Labiszak, Lisa Shomada,
Scott & Andrea Shaffer, Mike & Mary Kelly,
Jenica Ryan & Josh Dolar, and
Sheila & Bob Leimkuehler

| have time right now to work with BUYERS!
Who is the next person you know that is thinking of
buying a home? Please call me to discuss the best
way for me to connect with them.
Thanks for your referrals!

Referraly are the 9 of my Business!

Looking for Love?

Fall in love with one of my current listings. Truly,
there is something out there for everyone!

5015 Burrell - 4 bedrm, 2.5 bath colonial. Built in 2003 and

backs to private woods. $228,000.

1549/1551 Warren Road - 2,770 SF double. 5 bedrms, 2
baths up; 3 bedrms, 1 bath down. Many, many updates!
$175,000.

1543/1545 Warren Road - 2,300 SF double. 2 bedrms
each unit, 3-car garage. Well cared for and many updates!
$148,000.

19815 Trapper Trail - Do ali f‘ﬁﬁl t! Make your
investment grow. “ tifcolonial. Needs TLC.
$234900. P

25345 Country Club Blvd - Well maintained 3 bedrm, 1.5
bath townhouse condo w/sun porch. Within walking distance
to mall, library, schools, pool, playground and more. Up-
dated kitchen. $97,900.

6788 Beresford - 2300+ SF tudor colonial with fenced yard.

Lots of charm and lots of potential. Bring your ideas to
enhance this 1920s home. $159,900

P PositiveN
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You Can Do It...

Do you have something in mind that you'd like to accom-
plish, but you don't really feel you have the know-how to
realize it? That seems to be a common problem occurring
in today's world.

Perhaps we're out of touch with the days when people
had to do virtually everything for themselves. If they
wanted a blanket to stay warm during the winter, some-
one in the household had to make it. Or if they needed a
fence to keep deer out of the garden - someone had to
build it. But as technological advances make life more
convenient, people may continue to grow further and fur-
ther away from self-sufficiency. It seems as time goes by,
individuals are losing the ability to solve problems with
the creativity they possess.

Remember the words of Marianne Williamson: "Our
deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deep-
est fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our
light, not our darkness that most frightens us. We ask
ourselves, who am | to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented
and fabulous. Actually, who are you not to be?2"

~ Adapted from "Waiting for the Mountain to Move,"
by Charles Handy

4841 Grafton - Clean and updated. 2 bedrm townhouse
with finished rec. rm. Remodeled kitchen & more.
$104,900.

26898 Redwood - 3 bedrm Split on park-like lot. 2-car
attached garage. Updated kitchen and bath. Newer roof,
furnace and A/C. $158,500.

4123 Gifford - Charming and well maintained 3 bedrm
colonial with 2 full baths. Updated kitchen & baths,
beautiful natural woodwork and refinished flooring. Close
to highways. $107,900.

33710 Via San Angelo - 3 bedrm stone front architec-
tural masterpiece on 16th green at Red Tail Golf Club.
Walls of windows with stunning views. Glamourous marble

master bath. $445,000.

16991 Sheldon - 4 bedrm, 2.5 bath, traditional center
hall colonial on half acre+ lot. Mint condition! Enhanced

garage and drive-in shed with ample storage for your toys
& stuff. $246,900.



