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Oh, Dad!
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A father and son went fishing one day.  Sitting in the boat for a couple of hours gave them not much to do, so the son started thinking about the world around him.  He began to get curious so he asked his father some questions.  “How does this boat float?”  The father thought for a moment, then replied, “Don’t rightly know, son.” 

The boy returned to his contemplation, but soon came up with another one.  “How do fish breathe under water?”  Once again the father replied, “Don’t rightly know, son.” 

[image: image2.wmf]A little later the boy asked his father, “Why is the sky blue?” Again, the father replied, “Don’t rightly know, son.” 

Interested in buying a new home

 check out our web-site at www.BuyersFirstRES.com
Worried he was going to annoy his father, he said, “Dad, do you mind my asking you all of these questions?” 

His father immediately assured him, “Of course not, son.  If you don’t ask questions, you’ll never learn anything!”

*****

An eight-year-old boy is walking down the road one day when a car pulls over next to him.  “If you get in the car,” the driver says, “I’ll give you $10 and a piece of candy.”  The boy refuses and keeps on walking. 

A few moments later, not taking “no” for an answer, the man driving the car pulls over again.  “How about $20 and two pieces of candy?”  The boy tells the man to leave him alone and keeps on walking. 

Still further down the road the man pulls over and parks.  “OK,” he says, “this is my final offer.  I’ll give you $50 and all the candy you can eat.”

The little boy stops, goes to the car and leans in.  “Look,” he says to the driver.  “You bought the Ford, Dad.  You’ll have to live with it!” 

Happy Father’s Day to Dads everywhere!

Brad  

Why Mosquitoes “Bug” You

Scientists have known for a long time why mosquitoes bite us, but it’s only recently they’re beginning to understand why that mosquito bit you – rather than the guy at the next picnic table.

It’s because you smell so good – to the mosquito!

It turns out that there’s a component in human perspiration that mosquitoes find highly attractive.  This component – one of 350 aromatic compounds in our sweat – is called 4-methylphenol.  If you happen to have more of this substance, then you make the mosquito “Most Wanted” list.

Only female mosquitoes bite humans and take our blood, which females need for the production of eggs.  For many, the episode amounts to nothing more than an itch, but for others a mosquito bite can have serious, and even fatal, repercussions; mosquitoes transmit malaria, and are responsible for a number of other human diseases.

Welcome New Clients 

Here are some of the new clients who 
became members of our “Real Estate 
Family” this past month.  I’d like to 
welcome you and wish you all the best!

                 Romona Mitchell

(referred by Eric & Cindy Pollard)

Robert & Robert

(referred by Sean & Sandy Eddy)

Brad & Amy 

(referred by Jaimie Butner)
So, it’s encouraging to know that scientists are working to not only develop more effective mosquito repellents, but they’re also researching mosquito attractants – something along the lines of a “mosquito motel” that would lure mosquitoes away from humans.  That solution is a ways away, though, so keep the bug spray handy!

–
Adapted from the San Diego Union Tribune
Spruce Up Your Yard – Safely

If it’s time to spruce up your yard, keep these tips in mind as your shape and care for your green oasis: 

Warm up before you do yard work.  Stretch those muscles.  Your yard work may not seem challenging, but plenty of people pull muscles while doing it.

Never handle pesticides and fertilizers without protective clothing. 

Always wear shoes when you operate a mower, and avoid wearing loose clothing. 

[image: image3.wmf]Never start your mowers indoors (garages, sheds, etc.), and when it’s time to refuel make sure the engine is off and cool.  And of course, never smoke when you are around gasoline. 

Never leave your mower on while unattended.

If you are doing hands-on weeding, make sure you can recognize poison oak, poison ivy and poison sumac so you can avoid them.

Don’t use electrical mowers on wet grass.  And, if you use other tools and equipment to maintain your lawn such as trimmers, lawn edgers, pruners and power saws, here are a few more pointers:

· Read the instructions before operating the tools. 

· Use proper eye protection.

· On cutting equipment, make sure you have blade guards in place.

· Don’t let tools get wet unless they specifically are immersible. 

See an Interesting Home?
No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  My computers can send you the information quickly and easily, for any house, listed or sold, anywhere in town.

Just ask me!  It’s all part 
of my free, no-obligation

 Home Finder Service.

Leave the address on my voicemail, anytime, 24 hours a day, and I’ll fax, mail or e-mail all the information to you on that listing within 24 hours.

· Unplug all tools when not in use.

· Make sure the tool is in the “off” position before you turn it on.

· Store gasoline-powered equipment away from anything that uses a pilot light. 

· Always wait for a saw blade to stop before pulling it away from what you are cutting to avoid kickback.

· When pruning trees use caution around wires. 

–
Adapted from the West Milford Fire Prevention Website

Client Of The Month

Congratulations to our Client 
Of The Month, Barb and Stan Johnson from Tampa.

As always, the Client Of The Month receives a free dinner for two at the Old Mill Restaurant and may bring, as our guests, a couple of their choice.

Call me to find out how you can become Client Of The Month!

How To Get Out Of Career “Purgatory”

So you’re surviving the recession with your job more or less intact, but now you’re finding few opportunities for promotion.  There isn’t any money for special projects to prove yourself, and nobody above you is leaving.  You are a layoff survivor in career “purgatory.”

Your instinct may be to stop taking risks, try not to stand out.  But career coaches, recruiters and managers all agree that now is not the time to lay low.  It’s important to take charge of your career if you want to move up. 

Here are five ways you can create opportunities and avoid fading into the office woodwork:

· Increase your visibility.  Join task forces, speak up at meetings, and volunteer for projects that no one else wants to touch. 
· Make new allies.  Work on building and maintaining relationships both inside and outside the office.  Networking can make a big difference, especially during financially challenging times. 
· Acquire new expertise.  Even if your company can’t (or won’t) pay for classes, you should find some way to add new skills to your resume.  For example, one aspiring CFO who didn’t quite have the experience to land the job she wanted volunteered at a non-profit organization as a temporary chief financial officer.  She beefed up her resume and got the chance to learn from her mistakes without jeopardizing her career.
· Don’t be satisfied with doing just what’s listed in your job description.  Look beyond what’s expected and take the initiative.  Arrive early, stay late and offer to take on extra work.  Consider setting aside an hour every day for tackling a new initiative.
· Be your own PR person.  Getting promoted is half productivity and half publicity, so look the part you want.  Pay attention to your appearance, i.e., your clothes, your body language and general grooming.  Keep a positive attitude and stay organized.  Hire a career coach if you need the extra help.

– Adapted from Fortune
Upcoming Events…

Take me out to the ballgame…

Padre baseball here and if you are a big fan and would like to win some free tickets to the new ballpark,

 just give me a call or send me an e-mail indicating that you would like to be entered into the drawing for free Padres tickets!

This month’s winners are

Sean & Sandy Eddy

David & Christina Hesser

Mark & Julene Petersen
What’s Your 
Favorite Color?

Blue is still the most popular color among Americans ages 13 and up, according to a recent on-line study of 1,040 respondents by BuzzBack Market Research.  Forty-one percent say that blue is their favorite color.

The color blue is associated with trustworthiness and high quality, two things that people are yearning for in unsettled times.  While brighter hues of blue can be considered trendy, the softer blues can suggest peace and calmness.

According to the survey, people are leaning toward brighter colors these days.  Fiery red is the second most popular color among Americans – probably due to patriotic feelings post September 11. 

Consumers say that having the option to choose the colors they want for major appliances is important to them, and that this is a consideration when they open their wallets.  Some manufacturers are keeping up with the trend.  For instance, Kitchenaid offers stand mixers in 10 different colors – including grape, tangerine and wasabi.

– Adapted from American Demographics
Referral of the Month

Congratulations to our

 Referral of the Month, 

Eric & Cindy Pollard

from San Diego, CA

As always, the Referral of the Month receives a free dinner certificate for two…for just giving me a call with the name and phone number of someone they know that may be thinking of buying or selling a home.

10 Things Most Dads Won’t Say

1. Well, how about that?  I’m lost!  Looks like we’ll have to stop and ask for directions. 

2. You know, Pumpkin, now that you’re 13, you’ll be ready for unchaperoned car dates.  Won’t that be fun?

3. I noticed that all your friends have a certain hostile attitude.  I like that. 

4. Here’s a credit card and the keys to my new car.  GO CRAZY!

5. What do you mean you want to play football?  Figure skating’s not good enough for you, son? 

6. Your Mother and I are going away for the weekend.  You might want to consider throwing a party. 

Become a member of the referral of the month club.

To become a member all you need to remember is: 

Oh by the Way…whenever you come across anyone who is thinking about buying or selling a home and would appreciate my services, please call me with their name and phone number and I will be happy to help them.
7. Well, I just don’t know what’s wrong with your car.  Probably one of those watchamacallits that makes it run or something.  Just have it towed to a mechanic and pay whatever he asks. 

8. No son of mine is going to live under this roof without an earring.  Now, quit your bellyaching and let’s go to the mall!

9. Why do you want to get a job?  I make plenty of money for you to spend. 

10. What do I want for Father’s Day?  Aahh – don’t worry about that.  It’s no big deal. 
Do Co-Workers Make Your 
Blood Pressure Go Up?

Good relationships can have positive effects on us emotionally and also physically.  For instance, our blood pressure can fall when we are in safe, supportive relationships.  But is the reverse true?  Do the people we dislike make our blood pressure soar?  It would seem logical to assume that this is true, but a recent study published in the journal Health Psychology had some surprising results. 

In the study, 102 people wore portable blood pressure monitors (concealed by their clothes) and pushed a button to record their blood pressure about five minutes into every social interaction they had.  In addition, the survey participants kept diaries and answered questions in regard to their relationships. 

The findings supported the belief that good relationships help to relieve stress as measured by blood pressure.  But apparently those people we dislike don’t really make our blood boil.  It seems we can easily dismiss or ignore those people.  The relationships that caused blood pressure to rise were the ones with people we had mixed feelings about.  The apparent stress comes from the hope that you might get what you want, and then the disappointment and distress that occurs when that expectation is not met.

Apparently ambivalence is much harder to handle than straight negativity when it comes to other people.

· Adapted from Spirituality & Health

I appreciate you…
I want to thank those of you who have participated in the Referral Club program!  If I have already helped you in the sale or purchase of real estate, you know how well I serve my clients.  If you refer your friends and relatives to me, I assure you I will take the same high quality care of them.  

Free Newsletter Offer
If you want any friends, coworkers, relatives, or business acquaintances to receive a FREE subscription to this newsletter please fill out the information on the previous page and I’ll send them the latest issue.  I’ll also send them a note with their first issue telling them that you suggested they receive this newsletter, and to contact me if they would like to stop at any time.  If you enjoy this newsletter, share it with people you know, with no hassle for you! 
This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.  

Copyright 2004 Brad Butner.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice.
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Extra Articles

Quote for Dads

What a father says to his children is not heard by the world, but it will be heard by posterity.

– Jean Paul Richter 

A father is a man who expects his son to be as good a man as he meant to be.

– Frank A. Clark

My Father gave me the greatest gift anyone could give another person:  He believed in me.

– Jim Valvano

There are only two lasting bequests we can hope to give to our children.  One of these is roots; the other, wings.

– Hodding Carter

My Father didn’t tell me how to live; he lived, and let me watch him do it.

– Clarence B. Kelland

Fatherhood is pretending the present you love the most is soap-on-a-rope.

– Bill Cosby

Instead Of A Hospital, Head For the Mall?

Most people hate hospitals, even when they need them.  So, why go to a building with lots of sick people inside when you can get a little work done in a more familiar setting? 

That’s the thinking behind the latest trend in health care.  It’s called “retail medicine,” in which doctors perform arthroscopic repairs, laser eye surgery and the full range of tummy tucks, booty lifts, and other cosmetic enhancements, all in the comfort and privacy of a shopping center.  Among the top-shelf entrants:  Rodeo Drive Plastic Surgery, a $1 million, 5000-square-foot facility in Beverly Hills that features leather chairs in its exam rooms and marble countertops.  And because they have lower overhead, some retail outlets can even offer their customers lower prices than hospitals.

– Adapted from Fortune
How to Improve Your Life

Are you a lifelong learner and taking classes just for the enjoyment of the learning experience or personal fulfillment?  Or are you going back to school to make yourself more competitive in the job market?

Figuring out what kind of learner you are and what your goals are early on will help you select the appropriate classes and programs.  After all, nobody wants to waste precious time or money.

Here a few interesting facts about adult learners:

· According to the U.S. Department of Labor, 70% of jobs in the future will require a postsecondary education.

· One in four to one in five of the student body on postsecondary campuses are now adult learners. 

· Workers who attain degrees and professional certifications generally get much higher salaries than those workers with only high school diplomas.

· Adult learners usually get higher grades than traditional students.

– Adapted from furtheryoureducation.com

Speedy Dads

Three girls were bragging about how fast their fathers could run.  The first girl said, “My father is so fast he can shoot an arrow, beat it to the target, and catch it in his hand!”

The second girl said, “That’s nothing!  My father is so fast he can chase down a bullet from a high-powered rifle.” 

The third girl looked quite confident as she said, “My father is faster than both your fathers.  He’s so fast that even though he gets off work at 5pm, he’s home every day by 4:30.”

– Adapted from the HumorShack Website

Quotes

Middle Age is when you’re sitting at home on a Saturday night and the telephone rings and you hope it isn’t for you. 

– Ogden Nash

The man who can handle an oar always finds a place in the canoe.

– African Proverb

This thing that we call “failure” is not the falling down, but the staying down.

– Mary Pickford

The following pages are designed for Realtors and Lenders 
to use as a loose insert inside their newsletter, if desired.
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Rancho Bernardo

Zero Down Payment
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Beautiful One Story Home With Canyon Views! 
Free Recorded Message 
888-873-5986, ext. 8650

This lovely 3-bedroom, 2-bath home is located at 11121 Avenida De Los Lobos.  My lender has many different home loans available for this home, all with zero down payment.  For more information, call 888-873-5986, ext. 8650 for a free-recorded message with all the details and showing times.

50,000 homes online at wwwSanDiegoCounty-Homes.com!
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Federal Reserve Interest Rate Cuts Save San Diego Homeowners Hundreds of Thousands of Dollars

San Diego – Because interest rates have dropped so dramatically over the past year, thousands of San Diego home owners are lowering their house payments by hundreds of dollars a month, and saving thousands of dollars in interest each year.  

According to John Landry of Leucadia Mortgage Company, the most recent interest rate reduction by the Federal Reserve have pushed rates to such a low level that most San Diego home owners can not only lower their monthly payment and interest rate, but do so with no closing costs or fees.  

In response to the new rate cuts, Leucadia Mortgage is sponsoring a free, 24-hour Consumer Awareness Hotline that explains the 37 different home refinance options available to San Diego home owners—loans from $80,000 to $3.5 million.  

To hear more about how much you can lower your house payment, with zero money out of pocket, call the free Leucadia Mortgage Consumer Awareness Hotline anytime, 24 hours a day at 1-800-555-1212, ext 394.
New Low Interest-Rate Loans Save San Diego 
Homeowners Hundreds of Thousands of Dollars
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more home loan options at www.(yourcity)homeloans.com

****Please Post This On Your Bulletin Board At Work****
Father’s Day is Sunday, June 20th 








1
7

