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How to Change Someone’s Life…

[image: image1.png]


A math teacher was working on a new concept with her students who were getting more distracted and frustrated by the minute.  She took a deep breath, changed gears, and asked the students to take out two pieces of paper and list the names of the other students in the class, leaving a space between each name.  Then she told them to think of the nicest thing they could say about each of their classmates and write it down.  It took the remainder of the class period to finish their assignment, and as the students left the room, each one handed in the papers. 

Preview those homes which we currently have listed on our web-site under 

Featured Homes
That weekend, the teacher wrote down the name of each student on a separate sheet of paper, and listed what everyone else had said about that individual.  On Monday she gave each student his or her list.  Before long, the entire class was smiling.  “Really?” she heard whispered.  “I never knew that I meant anything to anyone!” and, “I didn’t know others liked me so much” were most of the comments.  No one ever mentioned those papers in class again.  She never knew if they discussed them after class or with their parents, but it didn’t matter.  The exercise had accomplished its purpose.  The students were happy with themselves and one another.  

Several years later, one of those students was killed in Vietnam, and the teacher attended the funeral.  She had never seen a serviceman in a military coffin before.  He looked so handsome, so mature.  The church was packed with his friends.  One by one those who loved him took a last walk by the coffin.  

The teacher was the last one to pass the coffin.  As she stood there, one of the soldiers who acted as pallbearer came up to her.  “Were you Mark’s math teacher?” he asked.  She nodded, “Yes.”  Then he said, “Mark talked about you a lot.”  After the funeral, Mark’s mother and father waited to speak with his teacher.  “We want to show you something,” his father said, taking a wallet out of his pocket.  “They found this on Mark when he was killed.  We thought you might recognize it.”  Opening the billfold, he carefully removed two worn pieces of notebook paper that had obviously been taped, folded and refolded many times.  The teacher knew without looking that the papers were the ones on which she had listed all the good things each of Mark’s classmates had said about him.  “Thank you so much for doing that,” Mark’s mother said.  “As you can see, Mark treasured it.”

Welcome New Clients 

Here are some of the new clients who 
became members of our “Real Estate 
Family” this past month.  I’d like to 
welcome you and wish you all the best!

Kam & April 

Bryn & Curtis Dean

(referred by Steve & Kay Lineback)

Imar & Susan Rodriguez

(referred by Rick Parker)

Ali haghgouy

(referred by Ellie & Hamed Mohseni)

All of Mark’s former classmates started to gather around.  Charlie smiled rather sheepishly and said, “I still have my list.  It’s in the top drawer of my desk at home.”  Chuck’s wife said, “Chuck asked me to put his in our wedding album.”  “I have mine, too,” Marilyn said.  “It’s in my diary.”  Then Vicki, another classmate, reached into her pocketbook, took out her wallet and showed her worn and faded list to the group.  “I carry this with me at all times,” Vicki said, and without batting an eyelash, continued, “I think we all saved our lists.”  It turned out they all had.

Right now is a great time to tell the people you care for that they’re important to you.

Brad 
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Spring Cleaning Tips

Whether you go all out with spring cleaning, or just cover the basics, here are some tips to save you time and energy:

· Have all your supplies on or near you to save time.  Wearing your tools on your belt can cut your cleaning time in half.

· Start at the top and work your way down.

· Mini-blinds:  Call an ultrasonic blind cleaner.  They’re in the Yellow Pages and they’re affordable.  Not only do they come to your house and take the blinds down, but the ultrasonic waves clean the blinds’ headrail mechanisms and ropes.  The dirtiest blinds can look brand-new!  Call for a free estimate.

· Use lemon oil on all those porous wood surfaces that have suffered through the winter’s dry heat.  Not only will the lemon oil treat the wood and restore the moisture and shine to it, but it will cover most scratches from the pets or kids that have nicked up your oak baseboards.

· 85% of the dirt that comes into your home comes from the bottom of shoes.  No wonder those carpets always look so bad after the winter months!  Call a qualified carpet cleaner to thoroughly clean your carpets, and be sure to reapply carpet protector on all the carpeting.  (Normal foot traffic and carpet cleaning removes the carpet protector from the fibers over time.)

· Ovens:  Buy the professional strength oven cleaner for non-self-cleaning ovens.  For self-cleaning ovens, be patient.  Most ovens take three hours of actual “burn time” to clean the oven interior effectively.  Then you only need to wipe the oven clean.

After all this, don’t even think about making dinner.  You deserve an evening out!

– Adapted from www.healthyhousekeeper.com

What is the World’s 
Fastest Land Animal?

The world’s fastest land animal is the cheetah, able to accelerate to freeway speeds in just a step or two.  

Referral of the Month

Congratulations to our

 Referral of the Month, 

Dawn Gentry 

from San Bernardino CA.

As always, the Referral of the Month receives a free dinner certificate for two…for just giving me a call with the name and phone number of someone they know that may be thinking of buying or selling a home.

While best known as a fleet runner able to sprint short distances at up to 60 miles per hour, it was the cheetah’s elegant spotted coat that caught the eye of ancient civilizations.  Indeed, “cheetah” means “spotted one” in the Hindi language.  But while many people think of cheetahs as being close relatives of the other big cats such as lions and tigers, they are actually quite different.

One difference is that cheetahs evolved much earlier than other large cats, arising from a cat-like mammal that lived about four million years ago.  As a result, their bodies are different from lions, tigers and other great cats in many ways.  Cheetah claws, for instance, don’t retract like a house cat’s, in part because the cheetah needs the extra traction during high-speed sprints.  Similarly, cheetahs don’t growl.  They hiss or give a bird-like chirp instead, because they lack the vocal anatomy to roar.

Upcoming Events…

Take me out to the ballgame…

Padre baseball is just around the corner and if you are a big fan and would like to win some free tickets to the new ballpark,

 just give me a call or send me an e-mail indicating that you would like to be entered into the drawing for free Padres tickets!

This month’s winners are

Rick & Debbie Powell

Brent & Cheryl Waldvogel
Most importantly, cheetah bodies are uniquely built for speed.  Their small heads offer little wind resistance, while their exceptionally long legs allow them to take huge strides.  During sprints, the cheetah spine acts like a giant spring, storing energy that can be released in explosive surges.  And the cheetah’s enlarged heart, lungs and liver help deliver bursts of oxygen and energy, while specially ridged foot pads help provide traction, much like a car’s tire.  Such adaptations “make cheetahs the elite ‘race cars’ of the animal world,” says Don Person, a Dutch biologist who has studied cheetahs in East Africa.  “They are speed demons.”

– Adapted from www.pbs.org

It’s Tax Time…

It’s no accident that the two words “the IRS” spells the single word “theirs.”

For every tax problem there’s a solution that is straightforward, uncomplicated, and wrong.

Tax loopholes are like parking spaces.  As soon as you see one, it’s gone.

A dollar saved is bound to be taxed.
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The ideal solution is for the government to live within its means, not yours.

The trick is to stop thinking of it as “your” money.

A fine is a tax for doing something wrong.  A tax is a fine for doing something right.

A person doesn’t know how much he has to be thankful for until he has to pay taxes on it.

The best things in life are free, but sooner or later the government will find a way to tax them.

Feeling Overworked? 
You’re Not Alone

Become a member of the referral of the month club!

To become a member all you

need to remember is:

Oh by the Way…whenever you come across anyone who is thinking about buying or selling a home and would appreciate my services, please call me with their name and phone number and I will be happy to help them.
Feeling overworked is a psychological state that has the potential to affect attitudes, behavior, social relationships and health both on and off the job.  Information from focus groups suggested that feeling overworked is often an acute condition.  Three closely related questions were used to measure how often employees felt overworked (very often, often, sometimes, rarely or never) in the past three months.  The conclusions were: 

· 28% of the employees felt overworked often or very often in the past three months;

· 28% felt “overwhelmed by how much work they had to do” often or very often in the past three months; 

· 29% felt that they “didn’t have the time to step back and process or reflect on the work they’re doing” often or very often during the past three months.

– Adapted from Feeling Overworked:  When Work Becomes Too Much
What You Should Know About Strollers

Strollers are important, but too often parents put their kids in strollers at an age when they’re able to walk.  This is not good, and it could even lead to obesity, research indicates. 


Although strollers are fine in shopping malls or on busy sidewalks and actually help to protect the child, it’s not prudent to overly rely on them.  Too much time in the stroller will only teach children that it is better to ride than to walk, says Dr. Joel Steinberg, professor of pediatrics at the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas.  Obesity rates, he said, which have been climbing for children and adults, now seem to be affecting those under the age of four.  Many pediatricians say they’ve seen a noticeable increase in the weight of pre-schoolers.  Because nobody gets obese overnight, poor examples learned at an early age are not good, the research indicates.– Adapted from the Los Angeles Times
It’s Never Too Late…

It’s never too late to get your high school diploma.  In fact, some pretty famous people never made it through high school but instead took the GED exam.  The stigma that was once attached to the GED is no more.  Here’s some information on GEDs:

· The General Educational Development Testing Service develops and distributes the GED Tests.

· More than 860,000 adults worldwide take the GED Tests each year.

· Those who obtain scores high enough to earn a GED credential outperform at least 40% of today’s high school seniors.

· GED graduates include comedian Bill Cosby, actor Christian Slater, Delaware’s Governor Ruth Ann Minner and U.S. Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell of Colorado.

· One out of every seven high school diplomas issued each year in the United States is based on passing the GED Tests.

· More than 95% of U.S. employers consider GED graduates the same as traditional high school graduates in regard to hiring, salary and opportunity for advancement.

– Adapted from www.acenet.edu
See an Interesting Home?
No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  My computers can send you the information quickly and easily, for any house, listed or sold, anywhere in town.

Just ask me!  

It’s all part of my free, no-obligation Home Finder Service.

Leave the address on my voicemail, anytime, 24 hours a day, and I’ll fax, mail or e-mail all the information to you on that listing within 24 hours.

Your Mind Never Rests

A person has about 60,000 thoughts a day, give or take a few.  Sometimes, however, we are not aware of them until they interfere with something we’re doing – like trying to sleep, or stay focused at a meeting, or trying NOT to fall asleep at a meeting.  The upshot is this:  We can’t stop thinking, even if we wanted to.  But, don’t let your thoughts kidnap your attention and keep you from appreciating the simple things in life!

– Adapted from Naked at Work by Paul Hellman

Brad’s HomeNews
Free Information Fax Form

Name: 
 Phone: 

Address: 
 E-mail: 


City: 
 ST:
 Zip: 
  Fax: 


Please (__) Mail  (__) Fax  (__) E-mail Me The Following Free Info:

(__)
Please send me information about your free, no-obligation “HomeFinder” service in which your computer automatically sends me listing information on homes for sale in any area that I select.

(__)
Please send me the special computer report showing the features and sale prices of the (check one):  (__) five  (__) ten  (__) fifteen most recent home sales on _________________________________ street/avenue or in the _______________________________________ area.  I can provide you with fast, no-obligation information on homes for sale and homes that have sold by any company:

(__)
Please let me know what the home at ______________________________________________ is listed for.

(__)
Please let me know what the home at _______________________________________________ sold for.

(__)
Please call me to arrange a free, no-obligation market valuation on my house.

(__)
Please send me more (__) information about or (__) forms for your referral reward program.

(__)
Please provide a FREE subscription of your monthly newsletter to the following person.  I understand you will include note explaining I suggested they receive this FREE subscription, and that they can simply call you if they wish to cancel. (If you have additional names please include them on a separate sheet of paper.)

Please send a subscription of (your newsletter name) to:

Name: 





Address: 




City: 
State: 
 Zip: 


Fax this form to (858) 676-1933  or mail it to: Brad Butner, 
11702 Via Chona San Diego, CA 92128 or just call me at (858) 204-8002!
www.SanDiegoCounty-Homes.com        e-mail:  Brad@Brad-Butner.com
I appreciate you…
I want to thank those of you who have participated in the Referral Club program!  If I have already helped you in the sale or purchase of real estate, you know how well I serve my clients.  If you refer your friends and relatives to me, I assure you I will take the same high-quality care of them.  

Free Newsletter Offer
If you want any friends, coworkers, relatives, or business acquaintances to receive a FREE subscription to this newsletter, please fill out the information on the previous page and I’ll send them the latest issue.  I’ll also send them a note with their first issue telling them that you suggested they receive this newsletter, and to contact me if they would like to stop at any time.  If you enjoy this newsletter, share it with people you know, with no hassle for you! 
This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is known.  Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.  

Copyright 2004 Brad Butner.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice.
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Extra Articles

How To Boost Morale 
Without Spending A Fortune

The news is full of stories about outlandish incentives companies are offering to retain employees:  new cars, free massages, dry-cleaning services, pet insurance.  Well, not every incentive has to cost an arm and a leg.  In fact, sometimes it’s the smaller, more personal show of appreciation that has a longer-lasting effect.  Give these lower-cost rewards a try:

Upgrade your coffee.  Rather than XYZ brand, spend the extra money for Starbucks.  Rotate who gets to pick the flavor of the week.

Show them you’re human.  Offer a personal service like washing an outstanding employee’s car.

Say it with greenery.  Buy plants or flowers to spruce up the office.  If it won’t use up your budget, buy a potted plant for each employee’s workspace.

Close down the shop.  Surprise employees with some unexpected free time; let them go home early on a Friday.

Create a “wall of fame.”  Designate a community bulletin board where employees can hang items of which they’re proud – whether it’s a picture of a new baby or a thank-you note from a client.

– Adapted from The Training Systems, Inc. Website

Mysteries Of Life To Ponder

If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?

Why is the man who invests all your money called a “broker”?

When cheese gets its picture taken, what does it say?

Why are a wise man and a wise guy opposites?

Why do “overlook” and “oversee” mean opposite things?

What hair color do they put on the driver’s licenses of bald men?

How come no one ever says, “It’s only a game” when their team is winning?

The Dangers Of Expertise

Lumbering is a dangerous occupation, and one instructor became famous for training novices to bring down the tallest pines with the fewest injuries.

One day a group of instructors arrived to learn his methods.  He was willing to demonstrate and had everyone follow him to where the tall trees were being cut.  The instructor sent some novices high into the pines to trim branches before felling the trees.  However, as soon as they all were high in the treetops, he surprised the observers by going to sleep while the “class” worked above him.

It was only when the rookies had worked their way down about 20 feet above ground that he awoke.  He began to watch them very carefully and warn them to watch their footing, test their weight before venturing onto a branch, and so on.  One of the observers asked him why he’d waited so long to stress safety.

The instructor said, “When the novices are high up, their fear makes them learn to watch every step.  But when they’ve learned a little, accomplished a little, and descended to what they think is a safe height, they tend to get careless – and that’s when they need extra warnings about caution.”

He taught the observers what experienced leaders also know – remember to anticipate the dangers of expertise and overconfidence as much as ignorance and fear.

– Adapted from www.leadership-mag.com
On Winning It All

Life is not a spelling bee, where no matter how many words you have gotten right, if you make one mistake you are disqualified.

Life is more like a baseball season, where even the best team loses one-third of its games and even the worst team has its days of brilliance.

Our goal is not to go all year without ever losing a game.  Our goal is to win more than we lose, and if we can do that consistently enough, then when the end comes, we will have won it all.

– Harold Kushner 

Quotes

Anyone can look for fashion in a boutique or history in a museum.  The creative explorer looks for history in a hardware store and fashion in an airport.

– Robert Wieder

I’ve got my faults, but living in the past is not one of them.  There’s no future in it.

– Sparky Anderson

If you worry about money, you’ll always worry about money.  If you worry about your clients, you’ll never have to worry about money.

– John Stapleton

The following pages are designed for Realtors and Lenders 
to use as a loose insert inside their newsletter, if desired.

****Please Post This On Your Bulletin Board At Work****

Cascade

Zero Down Payment

Insert a photo of your listing here

Lovely Home, Quiet Street 
Free Recorded Message, 800-555-3246, ext. 274

This lovely 3-bedroom, 2-bath home is located at 249 Ashwood, a quiet, tree-lined street in Cascade.  I have 4 different home loans available for this home, all with zero down payment.  For more information, call 800-555-3246, ext. 274, for a free recorded message with all the details and showing times.

Jenison

Zero Down Payment

Insert a photo of your listing here

Lovely Home, Quiet Street 
Free Recorded Message, 800-555-3246, ext. 288

This lovely 3-bedroom, 2½-bath home is located at 1885 Culver Street, a quiet, tree-lined street in Jenison.  I have 3 different home loans available for this home, all with zero down payment.  For more information, call 800-555-3246, ext. 288, for a free recorded message with all the details and showing times.

50,000 homes online at www.(yourcity)lovelyhomes.com!

****Please Post This On Your Bulletin Board At Work****
****PLEASE POST THIS ON YOUR BULLETIN BOARD AT WORK****

Federal Reserve Interest Rate Cuts Save San Diego Homeowners Hundreds Of Thousands Of Dollars

San Diego – Because interest rates have dropped so dramatically over the past year, thousands of San Diego home owners are lowering their house payments by hundreds of dollars a month, and saving thousands of dollars in interest each year.  

According to John Landry of Leucadia Mortgage Company, the most recent interest rate reduction by the Federal Reserve have pushed rates to such a low level that most San Diego home owners can not only lower their monthly payment and interest rate, but do so with no closing costs or fees.  

In response to the new rate cuts, Leucadia Mortgage is sponsoring a free, 24-hour Consumer Awareness Hotline that explains the 37 different home refinance options available to San Diego home owners—loans from $80,000 to $3.5 million.  

To hear more about how much you can lower your house payment, with zero money out of pocket, call the free Leucadia Mortgage Consumer Awareness Hotline anytime, 24 hours a day at 1-800-555-1212, ext 394.
New Low Interest-Rate Loans Save San Diego 
Homeowners Hundreds Of Thousands Of Dollars
Insert Photo Here

Insert Photo Here

more home loan options at www.(yourcity)homeloans.com

****Please Post This On Your Bulletin Board At Work****
Reminder:


Where applicable, �Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, April 4 – turn clocks forward one hour on Saturday night, April 3.
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