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Follow Your Dreams

Perhaps you’ve heard the expression, “When the going gets tough, the tough get going.”  Here are a few examples of when life got tough for some people, how they kept on going – and followed their dreams:
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Alexander Graham Bell:  When he invented the telephone in 1876, it didn’t exactly ring off the hook with calls from potential backers.  After making a demonstration call, President Rutherford B. Hayes said, “That’s an amazing invention, but who would ever want to use one of them?” 

Thomas Edison:  His schoolteachers in Michigan complained that he was “too slow” and hard to handle.  As a result, Edison’s mother decided to take her son out of school and teach him at home.  In his lifetime, Edison produced more than 1,300 inventions. 

Lucille Ball:  She began studying to be an actress in 1927 and the head instructor of the John Murray Anderson Drama School told her, “Try any other profession – any other.” 

Marilyn Monroe (Norma Jean Baker):  In 1944, Emmeline Snively, director of the Blue Book Modeling Agency, told the future movie star, “You’d better learn secretarial work or else get married.” 

Thank You for Not Keeping Me a Secret…
Julia Child:  In 1953, she and her two collaborators signed a publishing contract to produce a book tentatively titled French Cooking For the American Kitchen.  Julia and her colleagues worked on the book for five years.  The publisher twice rejected the 850-page manuscript.  But she and her collaborators didn’t give up.  They found a new publisher, and in 1961 – eight years after starting – they published the best-selling book, Mastering the Art of French Cooking. 

Elvis Presley:  In 1954, Jimmy Denny, manager of the Grand Ole Opry, fired Elvis after one performance.  He told Elvis, “You ain’t going nowhere, son.  You ought to go back to driving a truck.” 

Thinking of reviewing your current loan?

I am pleased to introduce you to one of my partners Hector Valdez of

 MERIDAS  CAPITAL.

 I have known Hector for many years and he is a good man with integrity and character. He can assist you in reviewing your lending needs whether you are considering refinancing, a new purchase or investment properties. Hector can be reached at 

(858) 603-9679 or

Hector.Valdez@MeridiasCapital.com

– Adapted from the IdeaBank website 

Follow your dreams.  They can take you places others thought impossible.

Brad
How To Keep A Marriage Together

Summer is a popular time for your friends and family members to invite you to their weddings.  And at most of these weddings, the advice most attendees give the newly married couple is to make sure they constantly communicate with each other.  Here’s a list of communication dos and don’ts from the Academy of Matrimonial Attorneys website:

· Really listen to your spouse and don’t immediately jump into an argument before you hear him or her out.

· Stop trying to “win” arguments.  Instead, focus solely on solving the problem.  If you can’t solve the problem, respect your spouse’s opinion.  If you feel like your spouse is misunderstanding you, then take the time and energy to explain yourself.

· Always be sincere.  If you say something, but your body language or tone of voice conveys another message, then trust will be hard to build.  Say what you mean and say it clearly.

· Try not to go to bed mad.  Stay with the issue and solve it before you go to sleep.

· Avoid arguments about things that happened in the distant past.  Forget things, move on and be fast to forgive.

A Colorful Inspiration

Ruth Lande Shuman had a simple idea:  Brighter-colored schools could produce brighter students.  That thought inspired the New York City-based industrial designer to create the program known as Publicolor.

The program is now more than a decade old and provides students with the tools to paint over dull industrial walls with more inspiring shades of color.  School officials say the Publicolor program has reduced dropout rates and discipline problems, and increased attendance.

The students have repainted over 71 schools with bright colors and created schemes that undulate with life.  According to the students, the old gray walls had been getting them down and the new paint jobs made them want to be in school.

Ruth says that color has enormous power in how it makes a person feel, and she wanted to do something to try and change the trend of high dropout rates in the schools.

Now Publicolor has 30 full- and part-time workers, and uses volunteers and students to help paint.  The program has also grown beyond schools and now takes on police precincts, senior centers and homeless shelters.
Are You In Good “Company”?

Do you know where the word “company” comes from?  Most people probably don’t think of a group of people sitting down and eating bread together when they hear the word “company,” but that’s exactly what the word meant in its original sense.  The word comes from the Latin con, which means together, and panis, which means bread.  Thus, company originally symbolized the idea of people being such good friends that you’d share your bread with them.

Welcome New Clients
Here are some of the new clients who 
became members of our “Real Estate 
Family” this past month.  I’d like to 
welcome you and wish you all the best!

Anna Painter
(referred by Craig and Marla)

 Bob & Shawn 

(referred by Bryan & Kimberly)

– Adapted from Thereby Hangs a Tale by Charles Earl Funk

See An Interesting Home?
No need to wonder about the price.  No need to call a high-pressure sales agent who will just make you feel obligated.  My computers can send you the information quickly and easily for any house, listed or sold, anywhere in town.

Just ask me!  It’s all part of my free, no-obligation HomeFinder Service.

Leave the address on my voicemail, anytime, 24 hours a day and I’ll fax, mail or e-mail all the information to you on that listing within 24 hours.

Quotes

Do not anticipate trouble, or worry about what may never happen.

– Benjamin Franklin

They may forget what you said, but they will never forget how you made them feel.

– Carl W. Buechner

It’s good to be clever, but not to show it.

– French Proverb

[image: image4.wmf]Seven Qualities Great Leaders Possess

Do you have what it takes to be an effective leader?  Experts have noticed seven specific actions that most successful leaders carry out, regardless of the organization or cause they lead:

Make others feel important.  If your goals and decisions are self-centered, followers will lose their enthusiasm quickly.  Emphasize their strengths and contributions instead of your own.

Promote a vision.  Followers need a clear idea of where you’re leading them, and they need to understand why that goal is valuable to them.  Your job as a leader is to provide that vision.

Did You Know?

A referral is sending someone you care about to someone you trust.
Your referrals are the most important part of my business

and I have represented

 your referrals throughout 

Southern California

 including

 Orange, Riverside, Los Angeles, 

 and San Diego Counties!

Search for your perfect home anywhere in Southern California at 

www.SothernCaliforniaHomesOnline.com

Thank You for Not

 Keeping Me a Secret…

Follow the Golden Rule.  Treat your followers the way you enjoy being treated.  An abusive leader attracts few loyal followers.

Admit mistakes.  If people suspect that you’re covering up your own errors, they’ll hide their mistakes, too, and you’ll lack valuable information for making decisions.

Criticize others only in private.  Public praise encourages others to excel, but public criticism only embarrasses and alienates everyone.

Stay close to the action.  You need to be visible to the members of your organization.  Talk to people, visit other offices and work sites, ask questions, and observe how employees handle their business.  Often you’ll gain new insights into your work and find new opportunities for motivating your followers.

Make a game of competition.  The competitive drive can be a valuable tool if you use it correctly.  Set team goals and reward those who meet or exceed them.  Examine your failures and celebrate your groups’ successes.

– Adapted from The Toastmaster
Can Your Moods Affect Your Money?

According to Richard Carlson, author of Don’t Worry, Make Money, our moods can have a great impact on our approach to money.  Moods – either good or bad – are part of life and we should recognize the influence they can have on our thinking.

“Low or bad moods can lead a person to comparing oneself to others financially and can cause misperceptions about most people, such as thinking they aren’t generous.  However, if our mood shifts to the positive, we’d tend to see others as more generous and giving.”

Richard also warns against making important financial decisions while immersed in low moods.  “It’s probably better not to force anything.  Instead, wait out your mood until your spirits lift a bit.”

When Is Sunscreen Not Enough?

Did you know that the medicine you’re taking may be making you more susceptible to sunburns?  Certain types of topical creams can make users sun-sensitive.  But these aren’t the only popular prescription and over-the-counter treatments that should make users sprint for the shade.

Other popular medication taken internally can also cause dangerous reactions to the sun – ranging from severe sunburn to rashes.  Some of these products include antidepressants, antihistamines, antibiotics or non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (ibuprofen).  If you take any of these drugs and plan to be exposed to long periods of sunlight, you might want to consult a physician and take precautionary steps to ensure your safety.  

– Adapted from Redbook
Blogging 101

If you don’t know what a blog is – don’t worry.  You’re not alone.  A blog is an on-line diary where people can write whatever they want.  It also features the following benefits:

You don’t have to possess any software program knowledge to set up or use a blog.  The technology behind blogs is uncomplicated.  The set-up is quick and blogs are easy to operate. 

It’s simple for others to comment on your blog.  Blogs are inspiring unprecedented interactivity between writers and readers.  They also encourage constant feedback.

Most people consider blogging to be quick and informal.  Writers can cut through a lot of unnecessary steps and really reach people.  You don’t have to be a grammar expert to write a blog.

You can easily link blogs to other blogs and websites.  It’s a good way to distribute lots of information quickly.
Why Is Bubble Gum Pink?

Take me out to the ballgame…

Padre baseball is here and if you are a big fan and would like to win some free tickets to the new ballpark,

just give me a call or send me an e-mail indicating that you would like to be entered into the drawing for free Padres tickets!

Referral of the Month

Congratulations to our

 Referral of the Month, 

Jim & Betty
from San Diego CA
As always, the Referral of the Month receives a free dinner certificate for two…for just giving me a call with the name and phone number of someone they know that may be thinking of buying or selling a home.

If you’re the kind of person who ponders the important questions in life such as, “Who am I?  Where did I come from?  Why is bubble gum pink?” you’ll enjoy chewing on some gum trivia.  Here are some fun facts about chewing gum from the National Association of Chewing Gum Manufacturers:

· The United States issued the first patent for chewing gum to William F. Semple – a dentist from Vernon, Ohio.

· William Wrigley Jr. was a pioneer in branding and promoting goods through advertising in the early 1900s.  His spearmint gum became a bestseller.

· U.S. military personnel popularized chewing gum during World War II by giving it away as gifts in Europe.

· Various companies started issuing bubble gum cards in the 1930s.  Pictures varied from war heroes to figures of the Wild West to professional athletes.  The Topps Company became famous for offering baseball cards in packs of gum and sponsoring bubble-blowing contests for players.
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· The largest bubble-gum bubble ever blown was 23 inches in diameter.

· You can remove gum that’s stuck in hair by using peanut butter.  It helps disperse the gum from the strands of hair.

· Kids in North America spend about half a billion dollars every year on chewing gum.

· Finally, bubble gum is pink because it was the only color the inventor had left at the time of invention.
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Did you know?

A referral is sending someone you care about 
to someone you trust.

Your referrals are the most important part of my business

and I have represented your referrals throughout Southern California including Orange, Riverside, Los Angeles,
 and San Diego Counties!
Search for your perfect home anywhere in Southern California at

www.SouthernCaliforniaHomesOnline.com
Thank you for not keeping me a secret and referring me to your friends, family and associates!

May I Ask You to Call Me?
Just a quick note, to let you know how I can best serve the people you refer to me. 
Recently a client asked, “What is the best way to refer people I care about to you?”  The reason he asked was that in the past few weeks, he had recommended a friend and a colleague to me.  I asked him the names of the people he referred.  To our surprise, none of them actually contacted me.
The advice I gave him was to call me directly whenever he knew someone who could benefit from my service, and we could discuss the best way for me to connect with his friends and family.  The good news is, now my client is calling me directly whenever the people he cares about need my service.  The result is that his referrals are getting the advice they need to make the wisest real estate decisions.
When you want to refer a family member, friend or colleague to me, simply call me directly so we can discuss the best way to approach them.  Remember, a referral is sending someone you care about to someone you respect.
Brad Butner, Your Real Estate Consultant For Life...858-204-8002
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