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Tips to help your move-in go smoothly

You've worked long and hard for this—the day you turn the keys on the front door of your new home. Congratulations—you've made it!

Now, where do you begin?

The first day
· Get the pets settled: They'll be nervous with excitement and will need a comfort break immediately. Set out food and water. Let them sniff around their new surroundings. Choose a spot not too far from you to put their bedding, at least for the first few days. If you can avoid it, don't leave your pets in the new yard by themselves until you've had a few days to acquaint them with the new territory. Your presence will help your pets remain calm and will avoid runaways. 

· Unpack the essentials: If you're arriving a day or more before the moving van, unpack your Waiting-for-the-Moving-Van Survival Kit. If you and your household items arrived together, unload the truck and car. Don't worry about unpacking everything the first day. The essentials for your first night are hopefully packed in an Open Me First box. You can unpack this box later today. Set it aside in a place where you can find it. 

· Check the house systems: Be sure the heating and/or air conditioner work and set the thermostat to a comfortable temperature. Try out the electricity, phone, and water to confirm that you have service. Also be sure that all major appliances (refrigerator, stove, water heater, washer, and dryer) are plugged in and turned on. If you have gas, check the pilot lights on the furnace, stove, water heater, and other gas appliances. 

· Go grocery shopping: Get provisions for breakfast and other food that is easy to prepare, especially if you're still waiting for the moving van to bring most of your kitchen items. 

· Quickly clean up: Before you start pulling everything out of boxes, take this opportunity to get the hard-to-reach areas of your home as clean as possible. For example, be sure the floors are clean before you lay out the rugs. Clean the kitchen counters and shelves so tomorrow you can begin unpacking the dishes. 

· Cover the windows: If you don't have proper window coverings, use sheets to help add both privacy and security. Statistics show a higher incidence of burglaries just after residents move in. Be sure that would-be burglars can't see what items you own, or whether your home is occupied.

The first night
· Unpack your Open Me First box: With a little advance planning, you can gather all of the first-night's essentials in one box for easy unpacking. These items will help keep you organized in the midst of a very hectic day. 

· Get the kids settled: Show each child his or her bedroom. If you've arrived with your furniture, let the kids unpack a box of their toys or other personal items after you've set up their beds. Otherwise, unroll a sleeping bag and help them get excited about the adventure of "camping" in their new home. 

· Check all the locks on the house and vehicles: Be sure you, your family and the house are secure, then take a nice, hot bath and get a good night's rest. It's been a long day!

The first week
· Unpack boxes: And boxes, and more boxes. If you've moved to an apartment building, check with the building manager about when and where you can dispose of empty boxes and packing material. If you have room in a basement or garage, you might want to flatten and store boxes that are worth saving. 

· Choose an "all unpacked" goal: Make a list of the order in which you'll unpack and complete other moving-in tasks. Consider throwing a small housewarming party a few weeks after you move. This will help you to set a deadline for being finished. And it will be a treat to look forward to. 

· Help your pets get to know their new place: It's best if you introduce your pets to their new yard slowly. This will give them time to get used to new sights and smells, and will reduce the likelihood that they'll try to run away to their former home. 

· Walk through the neighborhood with your family: Discover together the area around your new home. Begin to get familiar with the routes to the grocery store, the post office, the playground, and your children's school. Introduce yourself to some of your neighbors. 

· Go with the kids to see the new school: Together you can meet their teachers and the school's principal and other office personnel. Discuss a specific plan for what each child will do after his or her first day in class, whether it's meeting you out front, joining the other children on the school bus or walking home. 

· Make a list of service calls to make: If any services don't work, put these companies at the top of the list to call. 

· Check the paint: Note walls to be touched-up and gather paint color samples that you can match at the store. 

· Make a list of fix-it jobs and needed supplies: Check doorknobs, plumbing fixtures, bathroom caulking, and light bulbs to see whether anything needs repair or replacement. 

· Make a list of change-of-address notes to send: List people you still need to let know about your change of address. Be sure all of your credit card issuers and other business contacts receive your new address. For your friends consider making a colorful postcard to send. Or better yet, make a family Web site. Include pictures of your move and your new home. Check with your Internet service provider. Many Internet companies offer room for a personal Web site for free. 


