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Waiting-for-the-Moving-Van

Survival Kit

When you get there before your stuff does

You've worked for weeks—planning, packing, and cleaning—to get to this day. It's the day you leave your empty house to move to a state on the other coast. The movers have taken most of your possessions cross-country on the truck. You'll fly there in a few hours, but your belongings will take a few days.

How do you get by in the meantime? You need a Waiting-for-the-Moving-Van Survival Kit.

How much can you bring on the plane?
The airline allows two pieces of checked luggage apiece, plus one each to carry on. The maximum weight and size for each piece varies by airline, so check with the your air carrier before you pack. Consider taking one suitcase and one maximum-sized cardboard carton, plus a carry-on bag apiece. Pets have to travel in a kennel. You pay for a reservation for each pet, and kennels don't count against your total luggage limit. Call your airline for a reservation and more information.

Make waiting for the moving van a lot easier. Pack these items in your  Survival Kit:

For the kitchen
· Complete place setting (fork, spoon, knife, plate, bowl) per person 

· One pot and one pan 

· Wooden spoon 

· Cutting knife 

· Can/bottle opener and corkscrew 

· Coffee and filter, or tea bags, and one coffee or tea cup per person 

· Specialty foods from the region you're leaving 

· Salt, pepper, and a few other seasonings 

· Plastic food storage bags (for leftovers) 

· Soap, kitchen sponge, and dishcloth

Buy food after you arrive
After a long day of traveling, treat yourself to dinner out. Then buy a few groceries on your way back to your new home:

· A favorite breakfast food (something easy to prepare) 

· Easy to cook food, such as ramen, vegetables, and chicken breasts 

· Food you don't need to cook, such as sandwiches, crackers & fruit 

· Pet food and cat litter, if you have pets 

· Toilet paper and facial tissue 

· Paper towels and napkins 

· Wine and cheese to toast your new home

Clothes and everyday items
· A range of clothing, from business to casual to housecleaning. If you arrive in cold weather, be sure your jackets, gloves, and hats are hearty enough. If you move in summer, check weather forecasts and consider bringing shorts, tank tops, and sandals 

· A few good books, including one on your new city 

· One or more travel-sized games

Bathroom items
· All prescription medication you use (vitamins too) 

· Over-the-counter medicines you currently need 

· Toothbrush and toothpaste 

· Razor and shaving cream 

· Hairbrush, comb, and hair dryer 

· Soap, shampoo, and conditioner 

· Cotton swabs

Kid items
· Play- and school-clothes, and toiletries 

· Phone number list and/or e-mail addresses of their old friends 

· For babies, a completely filled weekend diaper bag 

· For preschoolers, a few favorite toys, games, books & a nightlight 

· For preteens, a few games (electronic or "unplugged"), a book of puzzlers, and a good book 

· For teenagers, new & old CDs, portable CD player, a good book, or a few magazines

Pet items
Your animals will travel in their own kennels (include towels for padding), either in the cargo hold or, for small animals only, under the seat in front of you. (Call the airline for reservations and details.) Also bring:

· A small stash of pet food 

· Plastic dishes for food and water 

· For cats, a small amount of cat litter, plus a garbage bag to line a cardboard box top (to create a temporary litter box) 

· For dogs, a leash, brush, scooper tools, and favorite chew toy

For sleeping and sitting
Think "camping" for those first few days. Consider buying inexpensive, lightweight lawn or camp chairs after you arrive.

· Air mattress, sleeping bag, sheet, and small pillow per person 

· Small travel clock/radio 

· Telephone 

· Sheets or something to act as temporary window coverings 

· A few light bulbs

Office items
Moving experts all agree that you should keep key files with you, rather than send them in the moving van.

· Will 

· Tax records 

· Other nonreplicable personal records 

· Laptop computer 

· Floppy disks, some empty and some with backup files (Use a copy center in your new city to print out resumes and other documents.) 

· Mortgage or lease agreement for your new home 

· List of contacts in the new city (including your real estate agent, building manager, and new employer) 

· Pens 

· Paper clips 

· Envelopes and stamps

Cleaning supplies
To save a lot of time and energy, consider hiring a cleaning service before your household items arrive. You'll still need:

· Whisk broom and dust pan 

· Cleaning sponge 

· Clean rags 

· Scrub brush

Buy these items when you arrive:

· Mop and broom 

· Toilet bowl brush and bowl cleaner 

· All-purpose cleaner and window cleaner 

· Cleanser and bleach 

· Garbage bags

Hand tools
· Hammer and a few nails 

· Flathead and Phillips screwdrivers 

· Pliers 

· Flashlight 

· Paintbrushes (to touch up paint before the furniture arrives; buy paint after you arrive)

By the time the moving van arrives, you'll have your new home cleaned, painted, and ready for the furniture to be moved in.


