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'TWAS THE DAY BEFORE EASTER�Author: Shirley


'Twas the day before Easter�..and all through the woods,�The bunnies were busy�packing their goods.�The eggs were all colored�so pretty and bright,�All things were "go"�for the big, special night.


The baskets were waiting,�all decorated with care,�In hopes that the Bunny�soon would be there.�My little brother Sam�was asleep in his bed,�While visions of Easter eggs�rolled round his head.


And I in my pajamas�with the cat on my lap,�I had just settled down�for a quick little nap.�When outside the window�I heard a great noise,�I sprang from my chair�and jumped over some toys.


As quick as a flash�to the window I flew,�I pulled up the shade�and, OH, what a view.�The moon on the meadow�cast a bright golden glow�And the wind blew the flowers�to and then fro.
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Then all of a sudden�from out of nowhere,�Came some lively bunnies,�hopping here, hopping there!�Leading the group�with ears long and funny�Was a plump, all-white rabbit... �That's right...the EASTER BUNNY!


The bunnies hopped past,�one, two, three, four,�The rabbit called out�and then there were more.�"Come, Peter!, Come, Flopsy!,�Come, Benny!, Come, Joe!�Now hop along! Hop along! Hop along! GO!"


So up on each doorstep�the bunnies did hop,�With baskets of eggs.�(Let's hope they don't drop)!�Just at that moment,�on the porch down below,�Came the stomping of feet�'Twas the rabbit, I know!


As I stepped from my window�I heard a loud sound.�Through the door came the rabbit�with a leap and a bound.�He was furry and soft�from his head to his feet.�To see him so close�was really quite neat.


He was surrounded by eggs�that had been carefully dyed.�Easter eggs galore he soon would hide.�His eyes were all twinkles,�His nose was so pink,�And I can't be too sure,�but I think he did wink.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=img&q=http://weatherbypark.net/images/Easter_Bunny.jpg&usg=AFQjCNFiZOST4mAOLzRkbitdr8-W4Um4Mw" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���		Continued…














He had a kind face�and a big fluffy tail�That bobbed up and down�like a boat with a sail.�A twitch of his nose�and a flick of his ear�Was his way of saying,�"You've nothing to fear."


He uttered no sound�as he hopped all about�Hiding the eggs and leaving no doubt,�That the Easter bunny had come�like he does every year...�Bringing baskets of happiness to children so dear. � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=img&q=http://dryicons.com/files/graphics_previews/easter_eggs.jpg&usg=AFQjCNH4DSMAJY98Z_uuq0_HzVIPDv4Riw" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








 


April 22nd, 2009 is Earth Day





Earth Day is celebrated annually around the globe. Through the combined efforts of the U.S. government, grassroots organizations, and citizens like you, what started as a day of national environmental recognition has evolved into a world-wide campaign to protect our global environment.





Earth Day 2009, April 22, will mark the beginning of the “Green Generation Campaign.” This two-year initiative will culminate with the 40th anniversary of Earth Day in 2010.


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.earthday.net/images/2009image.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





 � HYPERLINK "http://allrecipes.com/Recipe/Carrot-Cake-III/Photo-Gallery.aspx" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.allrecipes.com/global/recipes/small/7402.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


4 eggs 


1 1/4 cups vegetable oil 


2 cups white sugar 


2 teaspoons vanilla extract 


2 cups all-purpose flour 


2 teaspoons baking soda 


2 teaspoons baking powder 


1/2 teaspoon salt 


2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 


3 cups grated carrots 


1 cup chopped pecans 


1/2 cup butter, softened 


8 ounces cream cheese, softened 


4 cups confectioners' sugar 


1 teaspoon vanilla extract 


1 cup chopped pecans


Directions:


Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease and flour a 9x13 inch pan. 


In a large bowl, beat together eggs, oil, white sugar and 2 teaspoons vanilla. Mix in flour, baking soda, baking powder, salt and cinnamon. Stir in carrots. Fold in pecans. Pour into prepared pan. 


Bake in the preheated oven for 40 to 50 minutes, or until a toothpick inserted into the center of the cake comes out clean. Let cool in pan for 10 minutes, then turn out onto a wire rack and cool completely. 


To Make Frosting: In a medium bowl, combine butter, cream cheese, confectioners' sugar and 1 teaspoon vanilla. Beat until the mixture is smooth and creamy. Stir in chopped pecans. Frost the cooled cake. 


 


 











Easter Activities with your Grandchildren





Grandparents, as you know, Easter will soon be here which provides for a great opportunity to sit down and spend quality time with your grandchildren.  Here are a couple of activities that the grandchildren are sure to enjoy.








Rubber Band Easter Eggs


Begin with a cooled hard-boiled egg. Wrap a rubber band or two around it. (Use narrow, wide or a combination of widths.) Dip the egg in a light color of egg dye such as yellow. Blot off the excess liquid when you remove it from the yellow dye. Add a couple more rubber bands and the dip it in a slightly darker color perhaps and orange or green. Repeat the process. Then add more rubber bands and place it in a darker color such as red or blue. Repeat again, if desired, and finish with more rubber bands and a dark color like purple. After the egg has dried, carefully remove all the rubber bands. The egg will have a great multicolored design with different colors showing thorough from each stage of the process.





Marshmallow Peeps Cupcakes


Ingredients: �Marshmallow Peeps - yellow, pink, white, blue and/or lavender �Cake mix or scratch cake ingredients (your choice) �White frosting �Grated coconut �Green food coloring �Directions: �Bake cupcakes �Frost cupcakes �Color grated coconut with green food coloring �Top with Marshmallow Peeps (one sits perfectly on a cupcake)  �Note: If you don’t like coconut, use green sugar sprinkles  





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.grandparentsmagazine.net/MiniSites/Easter/Cupcakes.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





In the Kitchen:





Carrot Cake








Clean your light fixtures. A few minutes with a stepladder, all-purpose cleaner, a sponge, and a polish cloth will give new light to your life.





Check your coils. You should clean the refrigerator's condenser coil, usually found behind the toe grille, with a long-handled bottle brush and a vacuum cleaner with an attachment hose to remove dust and lint. Built-up dust can shut down the unit by causing it to overheat.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=img&q=http://www.coprime.biz/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/springclean.jpg&usg=AFQjCNGWLCY2bthL68_Mm1mz7r4PgcgpLA" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Spring-Cleaning? 8 Major Hot Spots You Shouldn't Miss


Article from Readers Digest





Make doormats welcoming. Shake 'em, wash 'em, swat 'em with a broom. Give them the toughest cleaning they can take. They're your front line against tracked-in dirt -- so keep them clean enough to


function at peak efficiency. �


Clean carpets and upholstery. Fabrics that have absorbed a winter's worth of dirt, body oil, and germs will need a deep cleaning to get them ready for another year of wear.





Finish your floors. To protect the floors in your kitchen from another year of wear and tear, wax or apply a sealer following label directions. The simplest method: Use a combination wash-and-wax floor cleaner. Don't feel guilty about saving time!





Wash walls, cabinets, baseboards, and woodwork. The walls may not look as if they need a bath -- after all, dust and soot fall to the floor, right? Most of it does, but just enough clings to vertical surfaces to warrant a seasonal bath.





Vacuum with intelligence. Simply move those big items a little to the left or to the right. Vacuum the area previously occupied by the furniture and then move it back into place.�


Clean ceiling fixtures. Remove dust and dirt from ceiling fans and air-conditioner vents with a cloth and a vacuum with a soft nozzle attachment. �

















Stimulus checks coming to older Americans


Article from Business Journal





Nearly 55 million older Americans enrolled in certain government programs will get a one-time, $250 payment from stimulus funds in a move that will inject $13 billion into the economy.





The funds will be available for those who receive Social Security or Social Supplemental Income benefits, or are beneficiaries of � HYPERLINK "http://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/related_content.html?topic=Veterans%20Affairs" �Veterans Affairs� or the � HYPERLINK "http://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/related_content.html?topic=Railroad%20Retirement%20Board" �Railroad Retirement Board�. Funds from Social Security or SSI will be delivered through those agencies.





The VA and railroad board will be responsible for paying individuals under their respective programs. Those enrolled in more than one of these programs should expect only one $250 payment.  The funds will be shipped out in May.		 � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.google.com/url?source=imgres&ct=img&q=http://media.nbcaugusta.com/images/stimulus_checks.jpg&usg=AFQjCNHrNpmF8E_xVbYEocYSCQC48Am34Q" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���
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