
   

   
5 Feng Shui Concepts for Creating a Balanced Home

Whether you are looking to create a better overall flow of energy in your home or
simply want to channel some good vibrations for a quicker sale, these five feng shui
concepts may just do the trick:
1. Your front door is considered the "mouth of chi." For those who aren't familiar with   
 feng shui, chi is considered to be the life force of all things. Ensuring that your   
 front door is clear to be a conduit for abundance, good fortune and lasting blessings
 is a perfect way to begin adding harmony to your house. Make sure to create a   
 clean, inviting, well-lit path to your door, free of clutter and cobwebs.
2. Chi energy is said to be easily flushed away wherever there are drains in a home.   
 Keep those toilet seats down, drains plugged and bathroom doors closed to ensure   
 the good forces are ever present.
3. A fountain or goldfish aquarium placed in the southwest section of the house is
 said to promote good overall energy.
4. The dining room is symbolic of the energy and power of family togetherness.
 Keep your table clean and clear of clutter, and add an attractive tablecloth to
 soften sharp edges.
5. According to this ancient art, your windows are the eyes of your home. Ensuring   
 they sparkle, shine and are streak free will leave a fresh, clean feeling throughout   
 your home.
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Color is everywhere this month! April bloomers include azaleas,
rhododendrons and magnolias.

It’s an ideal time to fertilize annuals and perennials and plant summer flowering
bulbs such as dahlias, gladiolas and lilies. To plant flowering bulbs, mix bulb
fertilizer, processed manure and peat moss into the planting soil. Tuberous begonias
and canna lilies are especially vulnerable to the cold, so do not set outdoors until all
danger of frost has passed.

It’s also a great time to plant pansies, violas and primroses for early spring color in
the landscape. If you haven't already, prune existing roses before new growth begins,
and plant new ones now for beautiful color all summer long.

Now just wait for those April showers to work their magic in producing
beautiful May flowers!

   



   

Make the most of Earth Day (April 22)
by discovering new ways to help keep
our planet safe from harm.
Did you know?    Earth Day was initiated on April 22, 1970, by Senator Gaylord Nelson of
Wisconsin. His mission was to bring the issue of environmental action to the forefront of
the political arena. His actions and the manifestation of a national "teach in" regarding this
very important issue actually led to fundamental legislation, including the Environmental
Policy Act of 1969, the Clean Air Act of 1970 and the Clean Water Act of 1977.

For more than 30 years now, people across the United States and Canada have taken
part in Earth Day celebrations and used their voices, actions and forward momentum to
continue spotlighting the need to put protective measures in place to better care for our
planet Earth.

Here are some ideas to help you do your part in nur turing and protecting
our precious planet:

1. Electronics.    Electronic waste (computers, monitors, cell phones, televisions, etc.)
 is said to be growing at more than three times the rate of other municipal waste. Donate   
 or recycle these items to keep dangerous elements such as lead and mercury out of our
 landfills and topsoil.
2. Reusable bags.    Bring your own bags to the grocery store. The plastic used in grocery bags is made from oil,
 which is a non-renewable resource. It is estimated that somewhere between 500 billion and 1 trillion plastic bags
 are consumed worldwide each year, and millions end up as litter.
3. Trees.    In addition to being simple and beautiful, trees reduce carbon dioxide in the air, provide shade and create
 needed animal habitats. Plant one this month!
4. Composting.    Turn those grass clippings, lawn waste and vegetable peels into compost. You will have greener
 gardens, flower beds bursting with color and healthier foliage... all without adding to our landfills.
5. Bins.  It is 98% more energy efficient to recycle aluminum and takes just two-thirds the energy to recycle glass
 than to make either from scratch. Break out those bins!
6. Cool off.    Use ceiling fans to help stay cool at home. They consume less energy than a 60-watt bulb
 and use 98% less energy than central air conditioning.

Discover more ways you can do your part and celebra te Earth at www.earthday.net.
   

   
Here’s a simple recipe to preserve this season’s
sumptuous fruit for months to come!

Ingredients:
· 1 qt. fresh strawberries, cleaned & hulled
· 4 cups sugar
· 1 pouch Certo or Sure-Jell liquid fruit pectin
· 2 tbsp. lemon juice
· Plastic freezer containers with tight-fitting lids

   

Clean plastic containers and lids with boiling water. Thoroughly crush strawberries in large bowl.
Add sugar, and mix well. Let stand 10 minutes. Stir in fruit pectin and lemon juice. Continue to stir
for 3 minutes, until sugar is mostly dissolved. Fill containers to within 1/2 inch of rim, and immediately
cover with lids. Let stand at room temperature for 24 hours. Label containers with the date, and store
in the freezer for up to a year or in the refrigerator for up to 3 weeks. Enjoy!
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Did you know that as a REALTOR ®, I adhere to a
strict code of conduct and ethics that include
abiding by the terms and
conditions set forth in the Fair
Housing Act of 1968?

As a member of the National
Association of REALTORS®,
I agree to:
· Provide equal professional service

without regard to the race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status or national origin of any
prospective client, customer or of the residents of
any community.

· Keep informed about fair housing law and practices,
improving my clients' and customers' opportunities
and my business.

· Develop advertising that indicates that everyone is
welcome and no one is excluded, expanding my
clients’ and customers’ opportunities to see, buy or
lease property.

· Inform my clients and customers about their rights
and responsibilities under the fair housing laws by
providing brochures and other information.

· Document my efforts to provide professional service,
which will assist me in becoming a more responsive
and successful REALTOR®.

· Refuse to tolerate non-compliance.
· Learn about those who are different from me and

celebrate those differences.
· Take a positive approach to fair housing practices

and aspire to follow the spirit as well as the letter
of the law.

· Develop and implement fair housing practices for my
firm to carry out the spirit of this declaration.

   

   

1. Tired of the kids tracking dirt and grass into the house? Place a    
 large wicker basket by the front door and let everyone know that    
 all shoes (and dirty socks, too) must be dropped in before taking    
 another step.
2. Get better gas mileage by taking golf clubs and other heavy items
 out of the trunk when you’re driving around town. An extra 100    
 pounds in your vehicle can reduce your miles per gallon by
 up to 2%!
3. Forget wasting time at the sink scrubbing a dirty blender. Simply    
 fill it with warm water, add a few drops of detergent, and run the    
 motor for several seconds. Once the blender’s suction whisks    
 away the grime, simply rinse and air dry!
4. Add a capful of fabric softener to a quart of warm water in spray    
 bottle to easily clean soap scum from shower doors. Baby oil    
 works well, too. Simply apply with a washcloth, then wipe off with    
 an old towel or T-shirt.
5. Before you fire up the grill, make sure the gas connection is still    
 safe after sitting dormant through the winter. Simply mix some    
 dish soap with water, and brush the mixture onto the connection.    
 If tiny bubbles form when you turn the gas on, there’s a leak that    
 needs to be repaired before the next cookout!    
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What an amazing time of year! A sense of renewal and
new life surrounds us as our world begins to awaken
from the winter.

I love watching things grow. Seedlings to plants,
children to young adults, and customers to friends. It is
a tremendous blessing for me to be a part of your life. I
thank you so much for letting me in and allowing me to
share my knowledge and services with you and yours.

I wish for you that incredible spirit of spring and the
wonder that comes with warmer winds and awakening
wildlife. I hope this season finds your home and your
heart filled with abundant blessings and
joyous moments.

Be well, my friends, and have an amazing April!
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